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Call to Order:  6:00pm by Chairperson Hartmann 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call: 

Present:  Mr. Hartmann, Mrs. Jarecki, Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Brown, Mr. Scott, Ms. Corfis 

Absent:  Mr. Borton, Mr. Hilgendorf, Mrs. Norton, Mr. Caverson, Mr. Bauman 

Staff Present:  Mr. Churches, Ms. Boyak-Wohlfeil 

Public Present:  Tim & Marsha Lash, owner/applicants, Robert Staudacher, neighboring property owner, Jack 

Marlette 

Others Present:  Michelle Noirot, Bagley Township Supervisor 

Chairperson Hartmann welcomed Pete Maxwell to the Planning Commission as Ken Arndt’s replacement for 

Bagley Township and thanked Michelle Noirot, Bagley Township Supervisor for the invite to Mr. Arndt’s 

send off. 

 

Approval of minutes from:   July 15, 2019 

Chairperson Hartmann requested discussion on the minutes. 

Motion made by Mr. Brown to approve minutes as presented; Seconded by Mr. Scott. 

Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda:  None 

 

Other:  None 

 

Public participation for items not on the agenda:  None 

 

Public Hearing:  

1.  Tim and Marsha Lash, owner/applicant, request a Rezone for properties located in Corwith 

Township: 

042-011-400-005-00                                 042-012-300-010-00   

1960 Alexander Rd                                   2230 Alexander Rd     

Vanderbilt, MI  49795                              Vanderbilt, MI  49795                     

PZRZ19-002 - Request properties be rezoned from I Industrial to FR Forestry Recreation            Johannesburg, MI  49751  Johannesburg, MI  49751 

a.  Open Public Hearing 

b.  Applicant Summary 

c.  Public Comment (3 minute limit) 

d. Close Public Hearing 

e. Planning Commission Discussion 

f.   Findings/Motion  

Chairperson Hartmann stated the case before them, opened the public hearing and requested the applicant to 

speak. 

Public hearing opened:  6:04pm 

Marsha Lash, owner/applicant, thanked the Corwith Township and County Planning Commissions’ 

consideration of their request along with the help from Land Use Services staff.  She stated they had 

purchased the property five (5) years ago and would like to construct a home on the property.  They looked 

forward to joining the Vanderbilt community. 
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Chairperson Hartmann disclosed Marsha and Tim Lash were current neighbors of his. 

Robert Staudacher, a neighboring property owner, stated his grandfather had once owned all the property in 

the area and he had tried to have it rezoned forty (40) years ago to place a home on it but was denied.  He was 

granted a variance for a residence for as long as it remained in his family but would have to remove it should 

the property be sold to anyone else.  He questioned what had changed since then. 

Chairperson Hartmann stated none of the current members were on the planning commission forty (40) years 

ago so they could not speak as to why the rezone was denied.  He stated Mr. Staudacher was welcomed to 

request a rezoning of his property and to contact Land Use for help with the process. 

Mr. Churches stated the properties may have been zoned industrial because of the existing landing strip and 

the vision for the area was for a more industrial use.  The rezone request was being considered because the 

landing strip has not been used in many years and the property has not flourished with industrial use.   

Mr. Staudacher stated he thought people back then were under the impression there would be a big boon in 

industry along Alexander Rd but it pretty much stopped with the Quigley factory and the landing strip.  

Mr. Stults stated there was conflict with items in the Finding of Fact concerning the Future Land Use Map.  

He felt procedurally, the Future Land Use Map needed to be updated to reflect the zoning requested before 

moving forward with the rezone in order to comply with the Zoning Ordinance.  He also stated this was a 

recommendation not an approval. 

Mr. Churches stated the Future Land Use Map did not have to be consistent with the request in order to 

approve a rezone.  It was taken into consideration but the Future Land Use Map was put in place over five (5) 

years ago and things changed over time.  Consistency with the Future Land Use Map was not the only criteria 

for approval; referencing the Planning and Zoning Guidebook, he stated two (2) other factors for 

consideration were compatibility with surrounding areas and similar uses with other similarly zoned parcels.  

He felt compatibility played a large factor because the property was surrounded by FR Districts on three (3) 

sides and although the property was zoned Industrial it was dissimilar to any other Industrial zoned property 

in the County as far as traffic volume or density of commercial business.  Industrial property typically had the 

heaviest of commercial use and this property was more or less an island in a sea of FR zoned property.  He 

felt it was a good argument for approval of the rezone and the Future Land Use Map could be amended at any 

time. 

Mr. Stults stated that should be done prior to the rezoning based on Exhibit thirteen (13) stating compliance 

with the Zoning Ordinance, Master Plan and Future Land Use Map.   

Mr. Churches stated the Ordinance did not specifically state rezone criteria was based on consistency with the 

Future Land Use Map; the Zoning Ordinance requires the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act be followed for 

rezoning and the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act allows a rezone be approved based on the criteria discussed 

earlier.  The Future Land Use Map could be amended with the Master Plan next year or could be amended 

after the rezone.  

Chairperson Hartmann requested further comment, hearing none, closed the public hearing.  

Public hearing closed:  6:15pm 

Advertised Case: 

1.  Tim and Marsha Lash, owner/applicant, request a Rezone for properties located in Corwith 

Township: 

042-011-400-005-00                                 042-012-300-010-00   

1960 Alexander Rd                                   2230 Alexander Rd     

Vanderbilt, MI  49795                              Vanderbilt, MI  49795                     

PZRZ19-002 - Request properties be rezoned from I Industrial to FR Forestry Recreation      

Chairperson Hartmann requested comment from Mrs. Jarecki as representative to Corwith Township. 
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Vice-Chairperson Jarecki stated the Corwith Township Planning Commission had reviewed the case and had 

recommended it to the Township Board.  The only concern people in the area had was the water quality due to 

the existing Quigley facility on Alexander Rd; it was recommended the water be tested by the Health 

Department.  She was not aware of the history but wanted to make them aware of any possible issue. 

Ms. Corfis stated she would feel more comfortable with either a legal procedural review or amendment of the 

Future Land Use Map prior to the rezone; she felt community input was important. 

Chairperson Hartmann stated this was a public hearing for public input.  

Mr. Churches stated the future land use plan for this area was based on Corwith Township’s vision; the fact 

that they recommend the rezone added weight to the revised map depicting the area as FR.  He stated 

procedure was not being disregarded; this was standard procedure as laid out in the Michigan Enabling Act.    

Chairperson Hartmann requested further discussion; hearing none, requested a motion to accept the Finding 

of Fact. SEE ATTACHMENT 1 

Vice Chairperson Jarecki questioned changes to number fourteen (14) of the Finding of Fact. 

Chairperson Hartmann read number fourteen (14) aloud with changes: 

The Planning Commission has the authority to recommend a Rezone request after review and 

compliance with the Otsego County Zoning Ordinance. 

Motion made by Mrs. Jarecki to accept Exhibit 13 Finding of Fact for PZRZ19-002 with changes made to 

number fourteen (14); Seconded by Mr. Brown. 

Motion approve unanimously. 

Chairperson Hartmann requested a motion for the rezone recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 

Motion made by Mrs. Jarecki to recommend the rezone of PZRZ19-002 parcels 042-011-400-005-00 and 

042-012-300-010-00 from an Industrial Zoning District (I) to a Forestry Recreation Zoning District (FR) to 

the Otsego County Board of Commissioners; Seconded by Mr. Brown. 

Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Unfinished Commission Business:  

1.  Proposed Text Amendments – Discussion 

a. Section 2, Articles 4,5, 7- 10, 21.12- Family and Group Child Care Homes 

Chairperson Hartmann requested comments from Land Use. 

Mr. Churches stated the amendment presented was basically to bring the Ordinance into compliance with the 

Michigan Enabling Act concerning approval of care facilities in any residential district based on some very 

loose criteria.  He read the following from that Act: 

Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), a state licensed residential facility shall be 

considered a residential use of property for the purposes of zoning and a permitted use in all 

residential zones and is not subject to a special use or conditional use permit or procedure 

different from those required for other dwellings of similar density in the same zone.  

Mr. Churches stated the current Ordinance has some of these uses requiring a special use permit.  

Changes included permitting the use in all residential districts (R1, R2, RR, FR, AR, along with B1) 

and also some minor verbiage changes to the definitions and home occupation section.  The 

proposed amendments were sent to Townships and input had been received; a public hearing would 

be scheduled for September. 

Chairperson Hartmann requested discussion; hearing none, moved on. 
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New Business:   

1.  Chester Township representative - Recommendation 

Chairperson Hartmann stated Mrs. Norton would be stepping down from the Planning Commission and an 

application had been received from Chester recommending Jack Marlette as representative.  He reviewed the 

application; Mr. Marlette was present and was requested to comment. 

Jack Marlette introduced himself with a short background. 

Chairperson Hartmann made the following motion for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners: 

Motion made by Mr. Hartmann to recommend the appointment of Jack Marlette to the Otsego County 

Planning Commission as Chester Township’s representative for approval by the Otsego County Board of 

Commissioners; Seconded by Mr. Maxwell. 

Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Reports and Commission Member’s Comments: 

 1.  Otsego County Parks & Recreation report/Judy Jarecki 

Mrs. Jarecki stated the trail at Irontone Springs was underway; the gate had been installed at the new entrance 

to the Groen property and the trees would be planted soon – a ribbon cutting ceremony was tentatively 

scheduled for October 8
th
 or 9

th
 at the Groen – the Master Plan would also undergo a review; work would be 

done on the steps at Wah Wah Soo due to complaints received concerning the high water and wave action; 

grant money would be sought for playground equipment at the County Park – equipment would be barrier 

free and possibly include a splashpad; Libke Field would be fenced but they were having difficulty finding 

someone to do the work; the Capital Improvement Plan timeline was discussed and floor replacement at the 

Community Center was a possibility. 

2.  Land Use Services report  

Mr. Churches stated a revised site plan for the approved storage units on M-32 and South Townline Rd  in 

Hayes Township had been received; the revision involved the combination of four (4) smaller buildings into 

two (2) larger – the footprint would not be increased just the size of the individual rental units.  He also stated 

J&N had posted their $250,000 performance bond, and had their soil erosion and driveway permits in place 

for the mining operation on Martindale Rd; periodic inspections would be done. 

Mr. Brown stated the ZBA had heard a case for a variance concerning the Dollar General store in 

Johannesburg; the variance request was to reduce the number of parking spaces from forty-eight (48) to thirty 

(30) – it was approved although not unanimously.  The ZBA also requested the Planning Commission review 

the parking section to determine if the number of spaces required were absolutely necessary as there seemed 

to be a lot of unused blacktop throughout the County even on busy summer days. 

Mr. Churches stated some proposed revisions were included in the Private Roads section for review at the 

next committee meeting.  

Mrs. Jarecki stated the Trailhead project was moving forward – the kiosk for the Pigeon River had been 

painted and the mulching would soon be complete; property on Alexander Road was possibly being acquired 

by the State to be added to the Pigeon River.  

 

With nothing further, Chairperson Hartmann adjourned the meeting. 

Adjournment:  6:51pm by Chairperson Hartmann 

 

 

Pete Maxwell; Secretary 

 

Christine Boyak-Wohlfeil; Recording Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT 1: 

 

 

OTSEGO COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

PZRZ19-002 
REZONE 

042-011-400-005-00, 042-012-300-010-00 
 

Exhibit List 
 
 
Exhibit #1:   Application for case PZRZ19-002 submitted by Applicant 

Exhibit #2:   Otsego County Zoning Map Effective Date March 20, 2010/Amended June 25, 2019 

Exhibit #3:   Otsego County Zoning Ordinance Effective March 20, 2010/Amended July 30, 2019 

Exhibit #4:   Copy of Otsego County Equalization Department record cards/Land Contract 1377/22 

Exhibit #5:   Site Plan 

Exhibit #6: Survey 

Exhibit #7: Letter of Authority dated June 25, 2019 

Exhibit #8: Public Hearing Notice 

Exhibit #9: Letter to Corwith Township Planning Commission dated July 17, 2019 

Exhibit #10: Response from Corwith Township Planning Commission dated August 12, 2019 

Exhibit #11:   Map and list of parties notified 

Exhibit #12: Receipt #01318134 

Exhibit #13:   Finding of Fact/PZRZ19-002 

Exhibit #14:   Future Land Use Map   
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OTSEGO COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

PZRZ19-002 
REZONE 

042-011-400-005-00, 042-012-300-010-00 
  

Revised: 
FINDING OF FACT 

 
 

1. This is a proposal for a rezone of a two (2) parcels located in Corwith Township on Alexander Rd Vanderbilt, MI  49751.  Exhibit 
#1, Exhibit #5  

2. The properties are located in a I/Industrial Zoning District.  Exhibit #1, Exhibit #2 

3. The proposed rezone is to a FR/Forestry Recreation Zoning District.  Exhibit #1 

4. Adjoining properties are zoned FR/Forestry Recreation and I/Industrial.  Exhibit #2 

5. The purpose of the rezone is to allow construction of a residence.  Exhibit #1 

6. The proposed properties total 157 acres.  Exhibit #4 

7. The proposed properties are currently under the ownership of Tim & Marsh Lash, applicants by Land Contract.  Exhibit #4 

8. The applicants have a statement granting permission to rezone from the Land Contract holders.  Exhibit #7 

9. The Future Land Use Map depicts this area as an I/Industrial Zoning District.  Exhibit #14 

10. Approval of the proposed rezone would be consistent with the adjoining properties but not consistent with the Otsego County 
Future Land Use Map.  Exhibit #2, Exhibit #14 

11. The Public Hearing Notice was published in the Herald Times on August 2, 2019.  Exhibit #8 

12. The requirements of Article 27 of the Otsego County Zoning Ordinance have been met.  Exhibit #9, Exhibit #10 

13. All property owners within three hundred (300’) feet were properly notified of the public hearing.  Exhibit #11 

14. The Planning Commission has the authority to recommend a Rezone request after review and compliance with the Otsego 
County Zoning Ordinance. (Section 25.7)  Exhibit #3, Exhibit #14 

15. The required fees have been collected by Otsego County Land Use Services.  Exhibit #12
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FINDINGS UNDER ARTICLE 8/FR FORESTRY RECREATION DISTRICT 

ARTICLE 8 FR FORESTRY RECREATION DISTRICT 

INTENT 

The FR Forestry Recreation District is designed to promote the use of rural areas in a manner that will retain the basic 

attractiveness and inherent values of natural resources.  The intent of the District is to retain rural areas for resource 

purposes, but recognizing the need to allow multiple uses considered acceptable in a rural environment. 

SECTION 8.1 PRINCIPAL USES PERMITTED 

8.1.1 One (1) family dwellings 

8.1.2 Growing and harvesting of nursery field stock 

8.1.3 Farms and agricultural operations of all kinds, including temporary agricultural roadside stands, provided the stands 

are off the road right-of-way, operated only seasonally, that hours not exceed dawn to dusk, that large equipment, 

including semi-tractor-trailers, not be parked on site and that the parking requirements of Article 21.27 be observed 

8.1.4 Tree farms, forest production and forest harvesting operations including temporary sawmills, temporary log storage 

yards and related facilities 

8.1.5 Public and private parks, playgrounds, passive recreational areas, camping grounds, hunting grounds, fishing sites 

and wildlife preserves 

8.1.6 Bed and breakfast/tourist homes 

8.1.7 Family and group care facilities 

8.1.8 Duplex dwellings 

8.1.9 Fraternal lodges            

8.1.10 Landing strips 

8.1.11 Wildlife, plant, and habitat preservation areas 

8.1.12 Cemeteries [Permit criteria include Article 21.4] 

8.1.13 Riding academies or stables [Permit criteria include Article 21.35] 

8.1.14 Travel trailers (on private property) [Permit criteria include Article 21.33] 

8.1.15 Home occupation 

8.1.16 Wireless Telecommunications Towers and Facilities one hundred ninety (190) feet or less in height, without lights 

[Permit criteria include Article 21.46] 

8.1.17 Structures for storage of the owner’s personal non-farm possessions and non-commercial activities - These 

structures shall not be used as dwellings.  Structures shall meet the size requirements of Section 21.1.3. 

8.1.18 WTG Building-Mounted:  Permitted as an accessory use to an allowed Principal Use 

8.1.19 WTG Small:  Permitted as an accessory use to an allowed Principal Use 

8.1.20 WTG Medium:  Permitted as an accessory use to an allowed Principal Use 

***A RESIDENCE IS A PERMITTED USE IN A FR ZONING DISTRICT 
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FINDINGS UNDER ARTICLE 25 

ARTICLE 25 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

SECTION 25.7 CHANGES AND AMENDMENTS 

The County may from time to time, on recommendation from the Planning Commission, or on petition, amend, supplement 

or change the District boundaries or the regulations, herein, or subsequently established herein, pursuant to the authority 

and procedure established in Public Act 110 of 2006 as amended.  The notices for all public hearings before the planning 

commission or County Board of Commissioners concerning proposed zoning ordinance amendments (zoning text or map 

amendments) shall comply with all of the following applicable provisions: 

A. For a proposed amendment to the text of the zoning ordinance, the notice shall comply with all of the following: 

1. The content of the notice shall include all of the following information 

a. A description of the nature of the proposed zoning ordinance amendment. 

b. The time, date, and place the proposed zoning ordinance will be considered. 

c. The places and times at which the proposed zoning ordinance amendment may be examined. 

d. The address where and the deadline when written comments will be received concerning the proposed zoning 

ordinance amendment. 

 B. For a proposed zoning ordinance amendment rezoning an individual property or ten (10) or fewer adjacent 

properties, the notice shall comply with all of the following: 

1. The content of the notice shall include all of the following information: 

a. A description of the nature of the proposed zoning ordinance amendment. 

b. A description of the property or properties proposed for rezoning.  The notice shall include a listing of all 

existing street addresses within the property or properties.  Street addresses, however, do not need to be created 

and listed if no such addresses currently exist within the property or properties.  If there are no street addresses, 

other means of identification may be used, such as using tax parcel identification numbers or including a map 

showing the location of the property or properties. 

c. The time, date, and place the proposed zoning ordinance will be considered. 

d. The places and times at which the proposed zoning ordinance amendment may be examined. 

e. The address where and the deadline when written comments will be received concerning the proposed zoning 

ordinance amendment. 

2. The notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the County not less than fifteen (15) days 

before the scheduled public hearing. 

3. The notice shall be sent by first-class mail or personal delivery to the owners of the property or properties proposed for 

rezoning not less than fifteen (15) days before the scheduled public hearing. 

4. The notice shall also be sent first-class mail or personal delivery to all persons to whom real property is assessed within 

three hundred (300) feet of the property or properties proposed for rezoning and to the occupants of all structures within 

three hundred (300) feet of the property or properties proposed for rezoning not less than fifteen (15) days before the 

scheduled public hearing, regardless of whether the property or occupant is located in the County.  If the name of the 

occupant is not known, the term "occupant" may be used in making notification under this subsection. 

5. The notice shall be given by first-class mail to each electric, gas, and pipeline public utility Company, each 

telecommunication service provider, each railroad operating within the district or zone affected, and the airport manager 

of each airport, that registers its name and mailing address with the County clerk for the purpose of receiving the notice 

of public hearing. 

***THE PLANNING COMMISSION HAS THE AUTHORITY TO APPROVE A REZONE IF COMPLIANCE IS FOUND WITH THE OTSEGO 

COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 

 


