
May 22, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Dona Wishart. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.  
Excused:       Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 
                       
Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the Regular Minutes of May 8, 2018 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
Resolution OCR 18-11, Discharge of mortgage for William and Ruth Zamenski. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
Resolution OCR 18-12, NEMCOG/NMCCAB Corrections Grant application. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Bruce Brown.  
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)    
 
Department Head Reports: 
Tim Cherwinski reported on the Bus System, FY 2017 there were 76,501 passengers, drove 
351,436 miles and had 25,680 vehicle hours.  16 fleet buses and all are wheel chair equipped; 
new buses were ordered fall 2016, first 2 buses are getting decals put on, third one right behind 
approximately a month and the fourth one is still being made.  Bus system is no longer doing 
the meals on wheels program with the Commission on Aging. 
 
Dona Wishart reported on the Commission on Aging, 1.9 million in funding last year from 
various resources.  35 staff members, has a registered nurse and a certified recreational 
therapist and 15 direct care workers on staff.  Over 40 programs and services available.  
Delivered 152 clients home delivered meals;  298 clients received in home services, 270 clients 
and families participated in the Otsego Haus program.   



 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
budget amendment for the Groen Nature Preserve utility costs.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
OCR 18-10 Bus System FY2019 resolution of intent for funding through Act 51. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Bruce Brown.  
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)     
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
$170.00 Land Use Services violation penalty fee.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
Budget calendar for the County’s 2019 budget with the correction of the November 7th meeting 
to November 6th.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
 
Rachel Frisch reported she is attending the Michigan Association of Counties Administrator’s 
conference; Groen nature preserve entrance plans finalized; attending weekly library meetings, 
interior design firms for the library; Trial construction starting on June 4th, working on a ground 
breaking ceremony sometime mid-June; Tennis court ribbon cutting ceremony May 24th; 
Various artwork around the Community.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the Interior Design Services firm of Library Design Associates, Inc. at a rate that is a percentage 
of the wholesale cost of the furniture purchased, 10% design fee and 15% procurement 
management fee.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: Tim Hanley presented the April 2018 financial reports. 
 
New Business:  
 



Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve 
the May 15, 2018 Warrant in the total amount of $178,176.61.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the May 22, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $509,857.43.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers commented on how proud she is of how positive our Community is. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski thanked the Department heads. 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported the draft document for the Joint Land Use Study is out, 
meeting set in June; attended the Police week ceremony; attended the Otsego Lake Township 
meeting, upcoming road work for the Township.  Trail head discussed. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on road construction; Hazardous waste pickup June 9th.  
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, it was held at the 
Groen Nature Preserve; new entrance to be started; work being done on the house and 
museum.  Libke fields getting use, going to put in a higher fence; new parks and recreation 
truck is here; beach is cleaned up and new sand has been put in; free camping weekend held, 
50 campers. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the Planning and Commissioner meeting; attending the 
tennis court ceremony on May 24th; attending the MAC Environmental meeting Friday; 
Attending the pigeon river advisory meeting Friday.  
     
Meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
























