
March 29, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Ken Bradstreet. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, 
                       Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Paul Beachnau.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the regular minutes of March 13, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the reappointment of Charles Klee to the Otsego County Planning Commission to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the State of Michigan Ground Lease renewal #11031-2016 and to give the County 
Administrator, Rachel Frisch, authorization to sign all necessary documents regarding such 
lease.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
  
Department Head Report: None. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers to update the 
Otsego County Fee Schedule to eliminate permit fees for camping.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
budget amendment for the Register of Deeds Technology Fund (Fund 256) for IT equipment 
and software.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski to approve 
the budget amendment for the Land Use Services Fund (Fund 249) for a full-time inspector and 
a part-time seasonal clerk.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito to approve the 
budget amendment for the Bus System (Fund 588) to purchase new LED lights for the bus 
garage.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 



Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito to approve the 
2017 budget amendments and year-end transfers.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers to approve the 
proposed updates to the Land Use Ordinance. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
Rachel Frisch reported dates are set for a tour of the MTECH facility; attended the MAC 
Conference; County Library project starting up again on 4-2-18, moving the majority of the 
library to the 4th floor at Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd.  
 
City Liaison, Township, Village Representative:  
Michelle Noirot from Bagley Township thanked the Land Use Service department.  
 
Correspondence: Commissioner Paul Liss received a thank you from Sam Bernstein. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve 
the March 20, 2018 Warrant in the total amount of $120,340.53.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the March 29, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $686,572.56.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito attended the MAC Conference. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Conservation District, received $4,000.00 grant for 
scrap tire; attended joint land use study meeting, did not have a quorum, public meeting 
coming up in April; attended the MAC Conference, attended the automated cars outbreak 
session; presenter of opioid issue. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers attended the MAC Conference, attended the Veteran’s and opioid 
sessions. 



Commissioner Duane Switalski attended the Zoning Board of Appeals training. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson attended the MAC Conference, attended the Opioid presentation. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC Conference. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser to enter into closed 
session to discuss collective bargaining and to review an attorney-client communication exempt 
from disclosure pursuant to Section 8 of the Open Meetings Act. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
            Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused:  Paul Beachnau   
Motion carried. 
 
Entered into closed session at 10:10 a.m. 
Returned to open session at 11:06 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser to ratify the 
tentative agreement with teamsters Bus union.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     
 
 
 

 




















































































































