
March 13, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Matt Barresi. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Excused:       Julie Powers. 
                       
Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the Regular Minutes of February 27, 2018 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
OCR 18-05 Northwest Michigan Community Service Agency (NEMCSA) to draw attention to the 
Federal Government Administration’s Fiscal Year 2019 proposed budget and its effect on the 
NEMCSA Service Area. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Nay:     None. 
Excused: Julie Powers. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the update with the necessary changes to the Otsego County Bus System’s drug and alcohol 
policy.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the recommendation made by the Gaylord Regional Airport’s Engineering Consultant Selection 
Committee by choosing Prein & Newhof as the airport’s new engineering firm for the next 5 
years.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 
 
Department Reports: 
Matt Barresi reported on the Gaylord Reginal Airport; Veterans Coffee is held every month; 
MDOT Aero Airport inspection held in 2017 went very well; replaced a portion of the taxiway; 
section of new taxiway; second jet fuel truck; replaced the vending area with new “Wright 
Stuff” café;  Wolf pack courtesy cars available;  I-75 Recognition with a Gaylord Regional Airport 
Exit 282 sign;  2016 Gaylord received the Michigan Aeronautics Commissions “Award of 



Excellence”;  2017 Year operating financially self-sufficient;  Keeping runways open when others 
are closed; 2018 Airshow is June 16-17 2018, celebrating 9 year anniversary of the airshow.  
 
Administrator’s Report: 
 
Rachel Frisch reported she is still gathering dates to tour Kirkland Community College; re-bid 
the animal control garage, bids due this week; Building security committee meeting held, 
moving forward having the study done; attended a meeting with Emergency Management and 
law enforcement, new bill signed regarding 9-1-1 funding; Groen property meeting scheduled 
to move forward with moving the entrance at the property; final plans sent to the State for the 
Trail project.    
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Vic Ouellette reported on the City Council meeting, City to install more lighting on W M-32.  
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business:  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve the 
March 6, 2018 Warrant in the total amount of $93,999.82.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
March 13, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $97,682.47.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito is attending the pipeline safety meeting tonight; touring the new 
S.A.N.E building. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the NEMSCA meeting, received the final audit. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reminded the Board the Tourism Bureau assessment is 
rescheduled to March 22, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. at Treetops. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski reported on the Heath Department meeting, final presentation 
of the audit; attending a ZBA training 3-27-18 at Treetops from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 



Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting; Groen nature 
entrance meeting scheduled; received 1 purchase agreement on property, waiting on the other 
one; campground getting full for the summer; new truck to be here this week or next; bids for 
ranger station; replacing wooden seats in community center. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the NACO conference in Washington D.C.; attending a 
fundraiser in Lansing on 3-14-18 for leadership of legislature; Board of Commissioner’s next 
meeting is Thursday, March 29, 2018. 
     
Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 














































































































