
June 12, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Lisa McComb. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser requests item B, Land Use Services/Zoning Ordinance Sec 21.33 
amendment to be removed from the consent agenda and placed under new business as item C. 
                       
Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
Regular Minutes of May 22, 2018 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Department Head Reports: 
Assistant Prosecutor Richard Treusch reported on the Prosecutor’s office.   Reported on the 
case statistics for 2017 and 2018 to date, more volumes in cases and charges. 
 
Lisa McComb reported on the Economic Alliance; in 2017 there are 75 partners; provide all free 
services for businesses, provide and collect a lot of data for citizens; in 2017 launches a new 
housing initiative, this year there will be 4 new housing developments; 15 new businesses 
downtown last year; 8 new businesses launched so far in 2018;  club 4:45 was formed, 
entrepreneurs and business owners can meet every 2nd Wednesday of the month at a different 
location. 
 
Committee Reports: None. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
 
Rachel Frisch reported the Wings Over Northern Michigan Airshow is this weekend; Susan 
Premo is retiring on July 20th; Library expansion is on target, the children’s collection has been 
moved over to the Board of Education office; and the adult collection has been moved over to 
the 4th floor in the Alpine Center. 
  
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
Michelle Noirot reported on the Bagley Township meeting held, Ironbelle trail discussed. 
 
Correspondence: Chairman Ken Borton received an anonymous letter from a citizen regarding 
the road condition from Gaylord to Cheboygan. 
 



New Business:  
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the May 29, 2018 Warrant in the total amount of $205,148.26.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
June 5, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $74,682.55.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the June 12, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $567,283.97.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
Land Use Services/Zoning Ordinance Sec. 21.33 amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau attended the Pigeon River Forest Discovery Center open house; 
Busy month of June of various events in the community.  
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the City Council meeting, first reading for sidewalk 
cafés regulations. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski attended the Charlton Township meeting, July 4th is when the 
parade and fireworks will be held; Requesting MDOT to do a speed survey in Johannesburg. 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito attended the June 1st reception of OMH and Munson merge; 
attended a meeting at NEMCOG regarding medical examiner concerns; Joint Land Use study 
draft meeting is coming up; Camp Grayling starting.     
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Joint Land Use Study draft, recommendation to 
create a military zone, conduct a noise study.  The draft is located on the NEMCOG website.  
Received the road commission audit; June 30th are the fireworks on Otsego Lake and July 4th on 
Dixon Lake. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Vanderbilt meeting, marijuana dispensary was 
discussed, no action taken; July 7th music in the park at 3:30 p.m. 
 



Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the parks and recreation meeting, approved the drain 
field and septic replacement at the County Park; fly in this past weekend, 43 planes, 
campground was full.  All the summer hiring is done.  
 
Commissioner Ken Borton is attending the annual MAC Board of Directors meeting June 13th at 
the Detroit institute of Arts. 
       
Meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 








