
January 23, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Vic Ouellette. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.  
Absent:          Bruce Brown. 
                       
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
Regular Minutes of January 9, 2018 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve OCR 
18-03, Social Host Responsibility Month. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Absent:  Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
reappointment of Michael Deerfield to the Airport Advisory Committee to a term expiring on 
December 21, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
reappointment of Donald Matz to the Airport Advisory Committee to a term expiring on 
December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
reappointment of Kevin Sagasser to the Otsego County Zoning Board of Appeals to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
County Surveyor Remonumentation agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 



Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
Wade Trim Inc. Remonumentation agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve 
Brand Land Surveying, LLC Remonumentation agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve OCR 
18-04 Discharge of Mortgage Randy J. Troy and Martha A. Troy.  
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Absent:  Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
Committee Report: None. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown arrived at 9:36 a.m. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the 2018 Budget Amendment for the Otsego County Road Commission.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the 2018 Budget Amendment for EMS.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Duane Switalski, to approve Parks and 
Recreation to purchase lots 23 and 24.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Rob Pallarito, to approve the early 
retirement incentive program.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Administrator’s Report: 
 
Rachel Frisch thanked the Board members who were able to attend the Economic Alliance 
event; trailhead grant kickoff meeting today; Treasurer’s office staffing. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to 
authorize the County Administrator to contract accounting services including but not limited to: 
daily and monthly balancing, audit preparation, and settlement procedures, not to exceed 
$15,000 for an 8-10 week period beginning in February 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 



Department Head Report: None. 
 
Special Presentations:  
Tom Quinn from Kirtland Community College reported on the millage request campaign, in the 
process of setting up a ballot committee; attending meetings to get the message out; sending 
out surveys and mailings to promote the millage request. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Commissioner Julie Powers introduced a new City Council member, Vic Ouellette to the Board. 
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business:  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
January 16, 2018 Warrant in the total amount of $224,184.20.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the January 23, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $514,477.19.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on the Otsego Lake Township meeting, events planned; 
Chambers award banquet at Treetops February 8, 2018; MACC conference; attended an 
electrical vehicle infrastructure meeting. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Road Commission, replacing a bridge in the Pigeon 
River State Forest. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Community Corrections board meeting held. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Pigeon River Advisory meeting, new chair and 
vice-chair on the Board; Tourism Bureau invitation sent to the Board, presentation is January 
30, 2018 at Treetops. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the Economic Alliance program; grandparents raising 
grandchildren program. 
 



Commissioner Duane Switalski reported a health department meeting is scheduled for February 
6, 2018; article in the paper regarding the flu. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the LEPC meeting, concerns of over committing resources 
for various events. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:27 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 




























































































