
April 24, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Kyle Ryan. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito,  
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused:        Ken Glasser. 
Absent:          Bruce Brown.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the regular minutes of April 10, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Department Head Report:  
Kyle Ryan reported on the Parks and Recreation Department, 2 new cabins added last year for a 
total of 4 at the County Park; Grant funding received to renovate Libke Fields, fence, signage, 
new back stop.  Took over the dog park last summer, positive feedback from the Community; 
added a part-time employee at the Community Center employee last year; purchased a new 
truck; spring cleanup at the County park is the first weekend in May.  On 4-25-18 closing on the 
purchase of 2 lots adjacent to the County Park; relocate the ranger station at the park in 
October.  Renovating the utility building; renovate the beach, not much sand left with the high 
lake levels.  Groen property relocating the entrance. 
  
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Rob Pallarito, to adopt OCR 18-07 Animal 
Control Millage Resolution to include the millage proposition on the ballot for the August 7, 
2018 primary election. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Doug Johnson,  
           Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Ken Glasser. 
Absent: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to adopt 
OCR 18-08 Recycling Millage to include the millage proposition on the ballot for the August 7, 
2018 primary election. 
Roll Call Vote: 



Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  Rob Pallarito. 
Excused: Ken Glasser. 
Absent: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown arrived at 9:55 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the additional $216 for contractual accounting services provided by Anderson Tackman.    Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the proposed increase to the reimbursement maximum limits for business travel and meals, 
and to clarify the language related to tipping for meals.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Special Presentation: 
Employee recognition of LuAnne Deane for 20 years of employment presented by Vicki 
Courterier. 
    
Administrator’s Report: 
Rachel Frisch announced at the Transportation Committee meeting, Victor Briley was named 
the Airshow Marshall; security officer agreement in place with Gaylord Community Schools; 
shortage of building inspectors around the State, meeting was held possible sharing inspectors 
with other Counties; Area Tennis association meeting, to follow-up we are on track to finish up 
the tennis court, ribbon cutting ceremony 5-24-18. 
 
City Liaison, Township, Village Representative:  
Vic Ouellette reported on the City Council meeting; received a grant to cover a portion of the 
new SUV; working on road projects, Dickerson starting soon; car show coming to Gaylord. 
 
Correspondence:  
Tim Hanley presented the February 2018 financial reports to the Board. 
  
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson to approve the 
April 17, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $189,788.11.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers to approve 
the April 24, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $332,224.28.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
 



 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Pigeon River Advisory meeting; everything is 
doing well, concerns of chronic wasting disease; minor changes to operating policy; 2 elk 
harvests again next year;  library board project moving forward, meeting 4-25-18 at 8:00 a.m. to 
pick out colors; attended a fairboard meeting. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers had no report. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski attended the Chester Township meeting, signed agreement with 
the Road Commissioner to repair a portion of some roads. 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported Joint Land Use Study public meetings were held; NEMCOG 
Brownfield 101 workshop on 5-2-18 at the University Center from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; 
Otsego Lake Township meeting, approved fire Chief Contract; Commended Jon Deming for the 
radios for our County, we are ahead of other Counties.  Attended VFW honors banquet, great 
event. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss attended the transportation meeting, bus system making progress on 
the deficit; No action taken yet on the marijuana dispensaries in Vanderbilt. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reported a MAC Regional summit meeting is scheduled for 6-18-18 at 
Treetops; City planning Commissioner scheduled for 5-2-18 at 7:00 p.m. for a proposed new 
Belle Tire on the corner of M-32 and Murner Rd.     
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:27 a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 












