
May 8, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Sheriff Matt Nowicki. 
Roll Call: 
Present:   Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                  Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
 
OCR 18-09 National Police week was removed from the consent agenda and placed under new 
business. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
regular minutes of April 24, 2018 with attachments as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.     
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to adopt OCR 18-
06, Support Michigan Indigent Defense Act. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                  Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Rob Pallarito, to approve the reappointment of 
Jim Mathis to the Otsego County Housing Committee to a term expiring on December 31, 2021.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Rob Pallarito, to approve Wade-Trim’s request 
to place and grade removed soil on county-owned property outside the boundary that GHS 
leases.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Rob Pallarito, to approve the Otsego County 
Fair Association lease agreements.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Department Reports:  None. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Jan Kellogg from the Gaylord Area Council for the Arts (GACA) reported they have been 
awarded the opportunity to participate in the Detroit Institute of Arts 2018 Inside/Out 



program.  GACA will be loaned 15 large replications of works from artists such as Van Gogh, 
Degas & Eaton and they will be displayed throughout the Community. 
 
Administrator’s report: 
Rachel Frisch reported the M-Tec tour is May 9, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.; Police memorial ceremony is 
scheduled May 15, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. under the pavilion; Grand opening for the tennis court at 
the Sportsplex on May 24, 2018; Juvenile behavior presentation May 30, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: 
Commissioner Ken Borton received an invitation for the Pigeon River Discovery Center; 
Leadership of Otsego County graduation on June 5, 2018 at the Otsego Grand event center. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the May 
1, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $1,405,920.79.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the May 8, 2018 Warrant in the amount of $110,345.01.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
OCR 18-09 National Police Week   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                  Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito thanked Sheriff Matt Nowicki and staff for their service to the 
County. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on road construction beginning in the County; NEMSCA 
possibly expanding into the housing development; 20 hour work requirement for food and 
Medicaid coming out of legislation. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported the little league fundraiser is scheduled for May 23, 2018 
from 10:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m. at the Chocolat Haus. 
 



Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Village of Vanderbilt meeting, marijuana dispensaries 
issue discussed-decided to not participate. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the Heath Department; Hepatitis C issue in Michigan; 
Health department is getting national accreditation; attended SANE meeting, received report;  
Toured 9-1-1 center. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reported on MAC, updating bylaws, possible changes currently 16 
member board, possible all elected officials; expanding 3- 3 year terms, current 2- 2 year terms; 
attending the environmental committee meeting on May 11, 2018. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
 
__________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
     
   




















