
September 12, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Matt Nowicki. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.                                       
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser request the Motion to approve the Capital Improvement Plan 2018-
2023 be removed from the consent agenda and placed under new business. 
  
            
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
Regular Minutes of August 22, 2017 with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
proposed amendments for Article 23 Site Plan Review including the Site Plan Review 
Application.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
   
Committee Reports: None. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
Rachel Frisch introduced our new Finance Director Tim Hanley; City streetscape recognition on 
September 21, 2017 at 12:00 p.m., under the pavilion; Otsego Conservation District fall tour is 
September 25, 2017 beginning at 8:30 a.m.; State of the Community Breakfast is October 25, 
2017 at 7:30 a.m. at the Ellison Place. 
 
Department Head Report: None. 
 
Special Presentations: 
Larry Ward reported on Michigan Conservative Forum. 
PACE Report public hearing was opened by Commissioner Ken Borton at 9:42 a.m. 
PACE Report public hearing was closed by Commissioner Ken Borton at 10:02 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to reconsider 
OCR 17-15 PACE Program and related agreement.  Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Rob 
Pallarito, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Ken 
Glasser.  Motion carried. 



Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to amend 
the language of the PACE Program Resolution OCR 17-15, and the related Agreement.     Ayes: 
Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Rob Pallarito, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Paul 
Liss, Duane Switalski, Ken Glasser.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the PACE Program Resolution OCR 17-15 and the related Agreement as amended. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Rob Pallarito, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Ken Glasser.  Motion carried/Resolution adopted. 
(see attached)  
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
 
Michelle Noirot reported a new restaurant coming in on Old 27 South. 
 
Correspondence: Commissioner Ken Glasser received a letter from the Upper Manistee River 
Zoning.  Commissioner Ken Borton received a letter from the Genesee County Board of 
Commissioners regarding the Great Lakes Restoration. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve the 
August 18, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $1,613.69.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the August 29, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $128,007.46.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
September 5, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $96,017.68.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the September 12, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $136,561.64. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the Capital Improvement Plan 2018-2023.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
 
 
 
 



Board Remarks: 
 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on working through the I-75 shut down with the officials 
in Washington and how it went well. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the NEMSCA meeting; 3 year community assessment 
poverty; Otsego County is aging. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on Community Mental Health, working on putting records 
online; Vanderbilt has a food pantry open Tuesdays and Thursdays; Pavilion in Vanderbilt is 
available for rent; Family Dollar building is up. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported the Library project is out for bids; Jim Stamas received 
the Michigan Legislator of the year award. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers attended the City Council meeting, Thanked Rachel Frisch for 
attending. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski thanked the public for attending today’s meeting. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting; campground full; 
possible reduced rates for Sunday, Monday and Tuesday; Groen Nature Trust fund Board 
meeting 9-19-17; Libke field fences; waiting for the truck and plow bids. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton thanked the audience for attendance today; attending the MAC 
Conference; next Commissioner’s meeting is Thursday 9-28-17. 
             
Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 








