
October 24, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Dona Wishart. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
                       Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Excused:       Doug Johnson.                                       
         
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the Regular Minutes of October 10, 2017 with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
OCR 17-26  Discharge of mortgage to Carol Gould. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
            Ken  Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:   Doug Johnson. 
Resolution adopted/Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the reappointment of Chuck Berlin to the Otsego County Veterans’ Affairs Board to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2021.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the reappointment of Paul Cafuk to the Otsego County Veterans’ Affairs Board to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2021.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the reappointment of Paul Gunderson to the Gaylord Regional Airport Advisory to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the reappointment of Mark Kersten to the Otsego County EMS Board to a term expiring on 
December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the reappointment of Kenneth Arndt to the Otsego County Planning Commission to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.      



Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
OCR 17-27 Discharge of mortgage to Richard T. Amborski. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
            Ken  Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:   Doug Johnson. 
Resolution adopted/Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the reappointment of Jan Norton to the Otsego County Planning Commissioner to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the reappointment of Joseph Duff to the Otsego County Commission on Aging Board to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
  
Committee Reports:  
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the reduction in Building Department fees by eliminating the $30.00 permit fee for decks and 
porches, and by eliminating the $100.00 demolition fee.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
(see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the 2018 wage scale for non-union employees. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the budget amendments for the Library Expansion Project for funds 472 and 473.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Administrator’s Report: 
Rachel Frisch reported the boilers at the Alpine Center are completed; Library ground breaking 
was 10-20-17; State of the Community breakfast is 10-25-17 at 7:00 a.m.; Deputy James Fox 
received the award of excellent service from the Women’s resource center.   
 
Department Head Report:  
Suzy DeFeyter reported on the County Clerk and Register of Deeds offices. The Clerk’s office 
have scanned the court files back to 1955; the Townships and the City have received their new 
election equipment in October; sample ballots are on the County website for the November 7th 
election; CPL changed went into effect 10-11-17; we have 144 less permits than last year; SCAO 
is coming out with a new retention schedule; juror pay increase from 25.00 to 30.00 for a full 
day and 12.50 to 15.00 for ½ day effective April 2018.  The Register of Deeds took in 1,982 less 
documents this year than last year, but collected $207,726.72 more money than last year. 
 



Road Commissioner update from Jason Melancon to be rescheduled. 
 
Special Presentations: None. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
New Business:  
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve 
the October 17, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of $204,309.03.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
October 24, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $207,298.54.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau attended the Pigeon River Advisory Council meeting, met the 
new forest manager; working on recreation plan; Last elk hunt is in December; Budget and 
Finance committee meeting every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.; attended the Livingston Township 
meeting; Attended the City Council meeting, updated the street plan. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers had no report. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito attended the public hearing for the joint land use study in Grayling, 
light attendance; Congratulated Vicki Courterier for being Court Administrator of the year. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the Conservation District meeting; attended the Road 
Commissioner meeting, trying to finish some road projects. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss thanked Rachel Frisch and Commissioners for all of their hard work on 
the budget; attended the transportation meeting; reported on the Family Dollar in Vanderbilt 
progress. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton is attending the MAC open house in Lansing on 10-25-17; attending 
the MAC Transportation meeting in Lansing on 10-27-17; MAC board meeting is 11-7-17.               
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 



    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 














