
November 28, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Ken Bradstreet. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused:       Paul Beachnau. 
Absent:         Bruce Brown. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown arrived at 9:40 a.m.                                 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
Regular Minutes of November 14, 2017 with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
reappointment of Bonny Miller to the Otsego County Parks & Recreation Commission to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
reappointment of Brett Bowen to the Otsego County Commission on Aging Board to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
reappointment of Jim Mathis to the Otsego County Commission on Aging Board to a term 
expiring on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
reappointment of Scott Courterier to the Otsego County Parks & Recreation to a term expiring 
on December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to adopt OCR 17-
29 Mortgage Discharge to Helen Graham. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
           Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  



Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to adopt OCR 17-
30 Mortgage Discharge to Helen Graham. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
           Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to adopt OCR 17-
31 Mortgage Discharge to Clifford W. Mapes and Kathleen N. Mapes. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
           Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to adopt OCR 17-
32 Mortgage Discharge to Connie M. Weston. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
           Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Special Presentations: 
Attorney’s Timothy Smith, Mark Bernstein and Paul Pennock reported on the opioid epidemic 
across Michigan. 
 
Truth in Taxation public hearing opened at 10:00 a.m. 
Truth in Taxation public hearing closed at 10:02 a.m. 
 
Committee Report: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, second by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve OCR 
17-28, the 2018 Budget and General Appropriations Act.    
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
           Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  



 
Administrator’s Report: 
 
Rachel Frisch reported on the 2018 Air Show, the Sky Hawks have signed to be in the airshow; 
Thanked the Budget and Finance Committee for all of their efforts; Thanked Tim Hanley for a 
great job; Security and safety at the County Building, installing better lighting in the employee 
parking lot; Opioid issue, 2 different firms to do a presentation to the Board. 
 
Department Head Report:  
 
Diann Axford reported on the Treasurers Department; Step forward program, 2010-July 2017 
103 people were assisted in Otsego County, $667,000 Mortgages and $63,000 taxes were 
helped; 70 parcels went up for sale at the auction, 23 parcels were sold; first auction was held 
at the Ellison place, the second auction was held online only.  
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: Commissioner Ken Glasser received a letter from the DNR regarding the 
AuSable; Zoning Board of Appeals meeting. 
  
New Business:  
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
November 17, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of $3,451.05.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
November 21, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $152,297.72.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the November 28, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $230,853.01.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on the Otsego Lake Township meeting; renewed the 
contract with Economic Alliance.  
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser had no report. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the Sportsplex; tennis courts almost completed, 
tournaments already scheduled for next year. 



Commissioner Paul Liss reported on Community Mental Health; realignment at CMH, assigning 
someone to the E.R. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported there are 2 new City Council members; asked the status of 
the medical examiner issue. 
 
Rachel Frisch and Ken Borton addressed the medical examiner issue is continued to be looked 
into and will be discussed.  
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski thanked all of the staff of the County for their hard work with 
the budget. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reminded the Board and the audience there is only 1 Board meeting 
next month, December 12th; thanked the budget and finance committee, Rachel and Tim. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to enter into closed 
session to discuss union contract.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
           Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau. 
Motion carried. 
 
Entered into closed session at 10:45 a.m. 
Returned to open session at 10:54 a.m. 
 
Motion to approve the union agreement with the POLC Union for 2018-2020. 
Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 






























