
 June 27, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Thomas Burt. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused:       Julie Powers, Bruce Brown. 
              
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
Regular Minutes of June 13, 2017 with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve OCR 
17-11, Mortgage Discharge for Keith and Renee Snyder. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Julie Powers, Bruce Brown 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve OCR 
17-12, Mortgage Discharge for Kristin Trimble Ulery. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Julie Powers, Bruce Brown 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to remove 
Francis Nowak and replace her with Jan Norton, as the Chester Township representative to the 
Otsego County Planning Commission to a term ending December 31, 2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 



Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the agreement with C2AE as presented, along with any associated budget amendment. Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to make the 
following changes to the Land Use Services fees under the Otsego County Fee Schedule: 

 Door Installation Building Permit: Waive for door installation with no structural 
changes. 

 Residential Building Demolition Permit: Set the fee at $135.00 

 Zoning Camping Permit: Set the fee at $35.00 

 Zoning Fence Permit: Set the fee at $35.00 

 Accessory Buildings less than 200 sq. ft. Zoning Permit: Set the fee at $35.00 

 Farm Animal Zoning Permit: Set the fee at $35.00  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to award 
bid 17-08 for the tennis court project to Rieth Riley in the amount of $268,276.50 contingent 
upon the Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant being awarded by the State, and upon an 
agreement being entered into with the Otsego County Sportsplex for providing matching 
funds.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt 
Resolution OCR 17-14 EMS Millage. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays: Paul Liss, Ken Glasser. 
Excused: Julie Powers, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to cost-share 
the purchase of BSA financial software for the Village of Vanderbilt, with the County paying 
$2,605 and the Village paying $500.  Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.  Nays: Duane Switalski.  Excused: Julie Powers, Bruce Brown.  
Motion carried. 

 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported the Cannon is painted; Housing Department has applied for a demolition 
grant; Ironbelle Trail meeting held, discussed the next process; Library final design almost 
complete, end of August first of September put it out for bid; Pontrosenia Park, have the survey 
for what portion the Parks and Recreation will be taking over. 
 
 
 



Special Presentations: 
 
Marc Miller reported on the DNR; 12,000 miles of trails; rivers and lakes, camping; recreation; 
4.6 million acres of land. 
 
Lisa McComb reported on the random acts of music in downtown Gaylord; July 6-8, 2017 30 
musicians performing in various downtown businesses; Gaylord Area Council for the Arts, 
headwaters music festival at the Otsego Club, August 26, 2017 4:00-7:00 6 local musicians;  
Land Use Study, citizens can complete a survey on the website. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Brendan Curran reported on the Prosecutor’s Office, 667 new cases this year compared to 878 
new cases last year; Personnel changes, new victim advocate hired, replaced part time clerical. 
  
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
Michelle Noirot reported on the Bagley Township meeting, final bids are expected 6-29-17 on 
Kassuba Road.  
 
Correspondence:  
 
May 2017 Financial Reports. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve 
the June 20, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $130,732.51.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the June 27, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $318,431.84.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to adopt 
resolution OCR 17-13, recognizing John Burt. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Julie Powers, Bruce Brown 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to offer a one-
time incentive of $5,000 to all County employees that are eligible to retire who give their 
official notice to retire by September 1, 2017, and retire by November 1, 2017.  The incentive 
would be paid at the time of their last pay check and would be subject to all payroll taxes.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  



Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito congratulated Matt Barresi regarding the Air Show; Joint land use 
study; attended the DNR public hearing regarding trails. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the Road Commission meeting, abandon Deer Lake Road; 
all Townships are involved in road projects. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported Vanderbilt is getting a Family Dollar store; Thank John Burt for 
all of his hard work and wished him well. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson thanked John Burt and wished him well. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton thanked John Burt and wished him well. 
      
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 






















