
June 13, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Rob Pallarito. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
                Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused:   Bruce Brown. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve the 
Regular Minutes of May 23, 2017 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Sportsplex Skate Park Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion to accept the resignation of John Burt, The Otsego County Administrator, with the last 
day being July 14, along with authorization for Mr. Burt to utilize leave time/personal time 
through the final day of employment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported he is working with C2AE to replace boilers at the Alpine Center; Groen 
Nature Preserve Trust Board Meeting, 25 acre transfer draft paperwork; Iron Belle trail waiting 
for Grant from the State; Pontrosenia Park; tennis court bids due today; Honors luncheon in 
July during Alpenfest. 
 
Special Presentations: 
Random Acts of Music with Judy Wagley put on next meeting. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Bill Michaels reported on the Sportsplex; $25,000 in revenue last year, expos held 2 times a 
year help with the revenue; improvements in the pool use; rink still struggles; new program in 
the pool area, the Guppy Program ages 3-7 participate; USA swim program, can host swim 
meets; pickelball going well, resurfacing outside tennis court at the energy outlet for pickelball 
court. Karate and cheerleading use the back room; summer day camp starting Thursday June 
15th; waiting for bids for the new tennis courts to break ground; skate park going great, used 
every day; millage dollar updates, new entryway, new Zamboni, replaced boiler, going to 
replace rubber flooring in walking in lobby and walking track; new vendors at the concession 
stand; spinning classes, 17 bikes class always full, yoga continues to grow. 
 



City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Michelle Noirot, Bagley Township Supervisor, reported on the Bagley Township meeting held; 
ORV Ordinance complaint from a citizen regarding some roads that were on the list before but 
are not now. 
 
Correspondence:  None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve 
the May 30, 2017 Warrant and the May 26, 2017 Special Warrant in the total amount of 
$187,779.20.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
June 6, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $103,852.92.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
June 13, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $292,274.93.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on NEMCOG, joint land use study meetings and public 
hearings held; Air show needs volunteers. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on NEMCOG joint land use study meetings held; toured 
camp grayling, can house 8,000 people. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau attended a Michigan Marijuana meeting in Grayling; Leadership 
class of 2017 graduated 10 students, banquet was held last week; Air show and Big Ticket 
festival coming up. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the Health Department meeting; beach monitoring 
program, 50 on the list; water will be tested weekly for 10 weeks and will go on for 2 years. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski reported on the Health Department meeting; melanoma, Otsego 
County is ranked the 8th highest; Emmet County ranked number 1, Measles outbreak in 
Minnesota. 
 



Commissioner Doug Johnson attended the criminal justice and public safety meeting, exotic 
pets are not addressed in the ordinance yet; Reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, 
splash in was very successful, had over 50 planes park was completely full; full for big ticket 
coming up; cabins are very popular, going to name the 4 cabins, naming one Dutcher and one 
Burt.  Library is working with Kyle for Wi-Fi at the Groen Nature Preserve property; Parks and 
recreation is taking over the Pontrosenia Park property. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton attended the leadership training in Washington for 4 days; attended the 
Bagley Township meeting, American Waste wants to expand recycling capabilities; Kassuba 
road was on the plan to be upgraded, can get it fixed instead of having to tear it up and replace, 
cost share with Road Commission and Bagley Township. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
________________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk           








