
January 24, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Sheriff Matt Nowicki. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, 
                      Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.                          
            
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular Minutes of January 10, 2017 with attachments Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the submittal of the pre-application for a $50,000 grant to the United States Department of 
Agriculture, and to acknowledge that Otsego County can provide the $120,000 local match.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to 
approve the FY2016 Child Care Fund Budget Amendment in the amount of $190,000 with funds 
to be taken from the delinquent tax fund (fund 516).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion by Commission Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to rezoning 
property 010-003-100-060-00 from R2/General Residential to B2 General Business.  Ayes: Paul 
Beachnau, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Nays: Julie Powers, Paul Liss.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported Groen nature next phase; chambers award banquet tickets; preliminary 
meetings on the library expansion.  
 
Special Presentations: 
Cynthia Pushman reported on the Department of Health and Human Services 2015/2016 
annual report; provide various cash assistance programs; Medicaid increased since 2011; Family 
Independence program decreased since 2011; State emergency decreased. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
 



Correspondence:  
Commissioner Ken Glasser received a letter from the DNR. 
 
Rachel Frisch reported on the November 2016 financials. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
January 17, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $186,225.49 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
January 24, 2017 Warrant and the January 18, 2017 Special Warrant, in the total amount of 
$240,776.19.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito attended the NEMCOG meeting; Otsego Lake Township meeting, 
trails discussed. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Conservation District budget, Plat Books, tree 
diseases; reported on the Road Commission, money for the roads we are not receiving. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss thanked John Burt for help personal committee. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers had no report. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski reported on public safety signs. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the LEPC meeting, accidents and when ambulances should 
go out; Dispensaries; MAC meeting, group formed to help get living wage jobs to our County, 
meeting set in April or May. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:41 a.m. 
    
 



___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
























