
January 10, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Ken Glasser. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, 
                      Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.                          
            
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular Minutes of December 13, 2016 with attachments and the 
Regular Minutes of January 3, 2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Library expansion planning; Iron Belle Trail agreement approved by 
Bagley Township and Otsego Lake Township. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the Iron Belle Trail Agreement as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting; Aspen Trail cross 
country ski trails. 
 
Correspondence:  
Commissioner Ken Glasser received a flyer from Northeast Michigan Consortium regarding heat 
and utility assistance. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton received a letter from Tammy LaBouef regarding the Pies and Presidents 
award ceremony scheduled for 2-21-17 at 6:30 p.m. at the Airport.  
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman to 
approve the December 20, 2016 Warrant in the amount of $113,049.60 Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito to approve 
the December 27, 2016 Warrant and the December 28, 2016 Special Warrant, in the total 
amount of $445,045.20.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the January 3, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of $31,602.27.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
January 10, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of $288,028.80.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt 
resolution OCR 17-01 Gaylord Gateway Trail. 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.                               
Nays:  Duane Switalski.  
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported Business after hours 1-11-17 at the Airport; Chamber of 
Commerce awards banquet 2-7-17 at 5:30 p.m. at Treetops; Bagley supported the Iron Belle 
Trail. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on the Bagley Township public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Bagley Township public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown commented on the trails in our County. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss commented on the Vanderbilt trail head. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting; 
Community Center has been busy; Groen nature preserve trails groomed and busy, snowshoe 
event 2-25-17 at the Groen nature preserve; 4-H working with the Community Center for Spring 
Break activities; working on new cabin pricing and location; 2 positions to be filled on the Parks 
and Recreation Commission. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton welcomed the 2 new Commissioners, Duane Switalski and Rob Pallarito, 
to the Board; Attended the NACO meeting in Washington D.C.    



Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 










