
February 28, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County Building at 
225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
by Vice-Chairman Doug Johnson.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Bill Kerr. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, 
                       Doug Johnson, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Ken Glasser, Ken Borton. 
                        
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular Minutes of February 14, 2017 with attachments Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 Courts Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 General Fund/Prosecutor Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 End of Year Budget Amendments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016/2017 Carry-forward Budget Amendments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion  
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 Bus Fund Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to award BID 2017-01 to Gaylord Ford in the amount of $62,900.04.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.   
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 General Fund/Medical Examiner Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Justin Wing to the Parks and Recreation Commission to a term 
ending December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Rudi Edel to the Commission on Aging to a term ending 
December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion to approve the appointment of Connie Messina to the Commission on Aging to a term ending 
December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to approve the 
reclassification of Denise Babbitt to a Senior Appraiser Position along with the associated budget 
amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the weekend recycling bins; library renovation initial steps; Treetops 
agreement with UCMAN. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the Treetops 
UCMAN Agreement as presented.  Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Rob Pallarito, Doug 
Johnson, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Duane Switalski.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the City Council meeting; hiring a new Police Officer.  
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
February 21, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $289,954.96.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the February 
28, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $267,887.28.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Vice-Chairman Doug Johnson opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on NEMCOG; attending new marijuana ordinance meeting in 
Alpena on 3-13-17. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the Sportsplex; doors are fixed. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on Community Mental Health; appointed Chairman of Finance. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported Taste of Gaylord is 3-7-17; Library board meeting, moving 
forward, looking at plans and bonding process. 
 



Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the Health Department; Sandy Tarbutton retiring. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report.     
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 9:49 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Douglas C. Johnson, Vice-Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 






































