
August 22, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Cathy Landry. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, 
                       Bruce Brown.                    
Excused:       Paul Beachnau, Duane Switalski. 
              
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the Regular Minutes of August 8, 2017 with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the reappointment of James Schwandt to the Remonumentation Peer Review Group to a term 
expiring on June 12, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the reappointment of Carl Robinson to the Remonumentation Peer Review Group to a term 
expiring on June 12, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the reappointment of William Fury to the Otsego County Library Board of Trustees to a term 
expiring on August 31, 2022.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
Bid 2017-09 Alpine Center Boiler Replacement, submitted by Ballard’s of Petoskey in the 
amount of $103,786.00.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the State of Michigan Ground Lease Renewal #11031-2017 and to authorize the County 
Administrator to sign all necessary documents.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
   
Committee Reports:  
Parks & Recreation Commission: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
the $35,000 budget amendment for a new pickup truck for the Parks Department.  This 
amendment has been reviewed and approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 



 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation, Groen Nature Board 
meeting coming up; Campground full every weekend, cabins also renting; working on Libke 
Fields through a grant.   
 
Administrator’s Report: 
Rachel Frisch reported on the July 2017 Financial reports; new finance director hired, Tim 
Hanley starting on September 5, 2017; meeting with the Groen Nature Preserve Board 
September 19, 2017. 
 
Budget & Finance Committee: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
updated language for the Otsego County Credit Card Policy. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
(see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve a 
short term cash advance loan to EMS for $150,000.00.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve 
OCR-17-20 Deficit Elimination Plan Otsego County Bus System. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Liss, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce 
Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Duane Switalski. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the  
Otsego County Fee Schedule to increase Hangar Rental Fees by $50 at the Airport for new 
renters.  Motion carried.    (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
Animal Control overtime budget by $2,000 for 2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the 
Animal Control budget amendment for construction of a garage for the animal shelter.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Special Presentations: 
Lisa Peacock, Health Officer, reported on the Health Department of Northwest Michigan; 2016 
annual report presented.  
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  



Mary Sanders announced new Trustee for Hayes Township, Lisa Daly; replaces Dan Wagar; 
Road Construction on Old Alba Road. 
 
Michelle Noirot reported Gaylord Area Ambassador Fall Harvest dinner September 20, 2017 at 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Jon Deming reported on Labor Day, exit 282 will be shut down from 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. due 
to homeland security 50 mile radius. 
 
Lisa MComb reported the completion of headwaters music is this weekend. 
 
Correspondence: Thank you card from the Bunker family. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the August 7, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $1,720.50.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
August 15, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $176,151.63.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
August 22, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $800,690.73.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito attended the Washington, D.C. Conference on August 8, 2017; VFW 
Holewinski ribbon cutting; Reported on the Otsego Lake Township Board meeting, supervisor 
wants to accept dispensary. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Conservation meeting, too many tires on disposal 
day.  Will apply for additional grants and will be an annual event; attended the MAC regional 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on buildings in Vanderbilt. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the Housing meeting; fairgrounds noise week of fair. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 



Commissioner Ken Borton attended Washington, D.C. Conference. 
          
Meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Ken Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Lynn Branch, Chief Deputy Clerk 
































































