
April 25, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the Multi-
Purpose Room at County Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The 
meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner 
Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Melissa FitzGerald. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Absent:         Bruce Brown. 
 
Administrative Report: 
Rachel Frisch reported the 2016 Audit is finished; traveling to Oakland County on April 26, 2017 
for an Economic Development meeting; Meeting with Maureen Derenzy and the Architect 
regarding the Library building.  
                   
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular Minutes of April 11, 2017 with attachments and minutes of the 
Special meeting for April 18, 2017. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Otsego County Bus System Controlled Substance and Alcohol misuse 
policy.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 17-04, Mortgage Discharge to Helen Edwards. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:   None. 
Absent: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 17-05, National Police Week.  
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:   None. 
Absent: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to award bid 
2017-05 to Crestline in the amount of $178,535.63, to be paid out of the Public Improvement 



Fund, with $50,000 to be reimbursed by the USDA Grant, and the remaining $128,535.63 to be 
paid back over 60 months at a 4% interest rate.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to decrease 
all Building Department fees by 5%, along with an increase of the contractual inspector’s rate 
for inspections to $50.00 and $40.00 for office hours and plan reviews.  Additionally to create 
two full-time building inspector positions.  In the case of an inspector position not being filled, 
the Administrator is authorized to contract for inspection services for up to six months.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the Library Purchase Agreement with Lake 
Development of Gaylord, LLC.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
 Department Head Report: 
Melissa FitzGerald reported on the Animal Control, new software program for the shelter; 
received the Michigan Pet Fund Alliance Award for the first shelter to be a no kill;  a trap, 
sterilize and release fund created; shelter garage needed; empty the shelter program is 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 at the Shelter.  Over 1000 complaints handled last year, after hours 
calls have increased; Thanked the Board of Commissioners, Administration office, staff and 
volunteers for their support.   
     
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence:  
March 2017 Financial Reports presented. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve the 
April 18, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $558,817.69.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
April 25, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $406,753.89.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to adopt 
Resolution OCR 17-06, NE MI Community Corrections Grant Application. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:   None. 
Absent: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
 



Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito discussed Bradford Lake funds; Attending a tour for line 5; Joint 
Land Use Study. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser discussed the Joint Land Use Study; has a draft plan; Road 
Commissioner meeting; Otsego Lake level is really high, the drain is wide open; Conservation 
District is asking for help for education center and volunteers for tree sale. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Pigeon River Advisory Committee meeting; bill 
introduced regarding projects approved by the trust fund; Tourism Bureau lunch and learn 
today, April 25, 2017 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at the Pigeon River Forest Headquarters. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers toured the Groen Nature property; Reported on the City Council 
meeting; sewer/water line collapsed. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski attended the Township Association meeting; lack of new 
assessors. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the Township Association meeting.  Attending the 
Economic Development meeting in Oakland County on April 26, 2017.  
  
Meeting adjourned at 10:24 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
















































































