
October 10, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Trisha Adam. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski requested the motion to approve C2AE Contract Proposal for 
the Gaylord Gateway Trailhead be removed from the consent agenda and placed under new 
business. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the 
Regular minutes of September 28, 2017 with attachments as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the 
reappointment of Melanie Youngs to the Otsego County DHHS Board to a term expiring on 
October 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the 
reappointment of Salvatore Candela to the Otsego County Board of Canvassers to a term 
expiring on October 20, 2021.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the 
reappointment of Larry Corell to the Otsego County Board of Canvassers to a term expiring on 
October 20, 2021.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to award bid 
2017-11 to Feeny of Gaylord for the purchase of a pickup truck for Parks and Recreation.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
Rachel Frisch reported the Building Authority met regarding the Library expansion project, all of 
the bids have been received, going to break ground this week; tennis court paving project 
completed; boiler project started at the Alpine Center; attended Parks and Recreation meeting, 
good camping season; attending the Hayes Township meeting tonight and attending the Elmira 
Township meeting tomorrow night. 
 
Department Head Report: None. 
 



City Liaison, Township, Village Representative:  
Michelle Noirot from Bagley Township commended Jim Mouch on doing a great job.  
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
C2AE Contract Proposal for the Gaylord Gateway Trailhead.  Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, 
Paul Liss, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Duane 
Switalski.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
October 3, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of $164,879.74.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
October 10, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $222,334.08.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported a joint land use study second public hearing is tonight at 
6:00 p.m. at Camp Grayling, building 3. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser had no report. 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Northeast Community Corrections program was 
awarded money. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported that the budget meeting process has started, meeting 
every Tuesday at 1:30 pm; Pigeon River advisory meeting October 19, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.; next 
year marks the 100th anniversary of the elk herd re-introduction. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the City council meeting, tabled marijuana facilities 
indefinitely. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, looking at 
improvements at the dog park; issues at the ranger station at the County Park, break ins, 
camera’s  put in; Halloween weekend was full both weekends at the campground; getting a 
new truck from Feeny. 
 



Commissioner Ken Borton is attending the MAC Environmental regularity affairs committee 
meeting in Lansing; met with the Vanderbilt Schools superintendent. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     
 
 
 

 




































