
September 28, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Finance Director, Tim Hanley. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, 
Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers requested FY2018 Bus System Budget be removed from the consent 
agenda and placed under new business. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
Regular minutes of September 12, 2017 with attachments as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt OCR 17-
21 Mortgage Discharge for Robert E. Howe. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug 
            Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt OCR 17-
22  Mortgage Discharge for 111 Michigan,  LLC. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug 
            Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 17-23, Opposition to passage/enactment of SB 386 of 2017.  Resolution 
was withdrawn.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt OCR-17-
24 Opposition to reduction/elimination of federal funding to the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug 
            Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None.  
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 



 
Budget & Finance Committee Recommendations: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve 
FY2018 Otsego County Commission on Aging Budget.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve 
FY2017 Probate Court budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 
 
Special Presentations: 
Employee recognition of Tonya Caverly by Trisha Adam for her 20 years of service to the 
County. 
 
Kerry Wieber from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, reported on the grant 
application for acquisition of Storey Lake property. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Glasser, to approve OCR 
17-25 Support of DNR Grant Application for Acquisition of Storey Lake Property. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
Rachel Frisch reported on the Groen Trust Fund Board meeting, moving forward with the 
remaining 25 acres. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Lisa Anderson, District Coordinator from the Michigan State University Extension, discussed the 
annual report; reported on the Michigan Cottage Food Law, citizens to use their own kitchen as 
an unlicensed facility to produce a product to sell.  Devora Davis reported on 8 clubs; teens in 
leadership 12-19 year old formed team council; Equestrian Program continues to grow; Great 
success at the fair; 4-H summer camp; new archery program formed; Father Daughter dance 
had over 800 fathers, stepfathers and grandfathers that participated at treetops.  Nicholas Pung 
reported on the head start program; food safety; cooking classes.  Denise Aungst reported on 
the backpack program, partner with food bank of Eastern Michigan, 120 children in Otsego 
County receive food for the weekends; Working with Vanderbilt School on bullying. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
sale of the 2012 Dodge Charger patrol car to Bill Marsh for $12,000.  The dealership offered a 
special buy-back offer, due to the 2012 Charger being a faulty model.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 



City Liaison, Township, Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: 
Tim Hanley presented the August 2017 Financial Reports. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, Seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
FY2018 Bus System Budget.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
September 19, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of $170,483.89.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
September 22, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of $817.55.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to approve the 
September 28, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $208,454.89.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau excused at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Julie Powers attended the City Council meeting, tabling any action on the 
dispensaries. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on NEMCOG, joint land use study still ongoing second 
public hearing set for October 10, 2017 from 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. at Camp Grayling, Building #3; 
attended the City Council meeting. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser had no report. 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
Commissioner Paul Liss attended the Soil Conservation fall tour. 
Commissioner Doug Johnson attended the Soil Conservation fall tour. 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC Conference, elected 1st Vice President. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     
 
 
 

 
















