
 May 23, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Sheriff Matt Nowicki. 
  
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
                      Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Absent:         Bruce Brown. 
              
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
Regular Minutes of May 9, 2017 with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
Snowmobile Grant Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
2018 Budget Calendar.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
FY 2017 Courthouse Restoration Budget Amendment in the amount of $9,545.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to award BID 
2017-07 in the amount of $21,049 to Feeny of Gaylord for the Building Department vehicle.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt the 
updated Title VI Plan for the Otsego County Bus System.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached)  
 
Special Presentations: 
Public Hearing on Iron Belle Trail Surface was opened at 9:33 a.m. 
Public Hearing on Iron Belle Trail Surface was closed at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown arrived at 9:42 a.m. 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Rob Pallarito, to request that 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Grant and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund Grant be amended to have the Iron Belle Trail Surface through the City of Gaylord use a 
crushed limestone material, other than at railroad crossings and potentially the first block south 
of Main Street.  Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, 
Bruce Brown.  Nays: Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Julie Powers.    Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to adopt Resolution 
OCR 17-10 Iron Belle Trail Gaylord Gateway Trailhead as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug  
        Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt 
resolution OCR 17-07 authorizing the submittal of the FY 2018 Bus Grant funding request. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug  
        Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to adopt 
resolution OCR 17-08 authorizing the grant match for the Natural Resources for the Iron Belle 
Trail Grant. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug  
        Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, to adopt 
resolution OCR 17-09 stating the intent of the County to establish a PACE District. 
Ayes:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Rob Pallarito, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  Julie Powers, Duane Switalski, Ken Glasser. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to award bid 
2017-06 Bus sale to Karen Manley in the amount of $1,275.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
   
 
 



City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
Commissioner Julie Powers reported on the City Council meeting; marijuana guidelines 
discussed; police open house at the City Police on August 16, 2017 from 5:00-8:00. 
 
Correspondence:  
Commissioner Ken Glasser received letters from the DNR.  
 
Rachel Frisch presented the April Financial reports. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers, to approve 
the May 16, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $161,436.15.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the May 
23, 2017 Warrant in the amount of $382,631.11.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to enter into 
closed session at the appropriate time in accordance with the open meeting act, being MCL 
15.268(a) ‘to consider a periodic personnel evaluation of a public officer, employee, staff 
member or individual agent’. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser, Doug  
        Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito reported on the NEMCOG meeting; Public Act 288, open up State 
Forest Roads; joint land use study public meeting on June 1st from 7-9 in Grayling at Kirkland’s 
new campus another public meeting in Alpena on 6-5-17 from 7-9. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Road Commission meeting, audit presented, public 
hearing 6-15-17 at 9:15 regarding an abandoned road. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown announced on 5-24-17 is the Little League Fundraiser at the 
Chocolate Haus, 50 cent ice cream cones; this week is EMS week. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 



Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers attended the quarterly SANE meeting in April, they need more 
officers. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton will be attending a leadership training on June 4th in Washington D.C. 
 
Entered into closed session at 10:20 a.m. 
Returned to open session at 10:38 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to authorize the 
Otsego County Personnel Committee to negotiate an agreement with Rachel Frisch assuming 
the role of County Administrator immediately following the final day of employment for John 
Burt, and to authorize Ken Borton to sign the agreement upon recommendation of the 
Personnel Committee.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.        
    
Meeting adjourned at 10:39 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
















































