
March 30, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the Multi-
Purpose Room at 800 Livingston Blvd, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to order at 
9:33 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mary Sanders. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Ken Glasser,  
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused:        Julie Powers, Bruce Brown. 
                   
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular Minutes of March 14, 2017 with attachments Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Conservation District Recycling Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016/2017 Fund carryover budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 Animal Control budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the 2016 Animal Shelter additional principal payment of $20,226.64.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 Contingency/Equipment budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to designate $20,899 from insurance proceeds as reserved cash, to be used towards the 
purchase of a new bus.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Bus System computer purchase.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 Parks and Recreation budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve fee schedule update to show a cost of $85.00 per night for the large cabin at 
the County Park.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion to approve FY 2016 general fund budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Bill Muzyl to the Airport Advisory Committee to a 
term expiring on 12-31-19.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Kelli Parker to the Parks and Recreation Commission to 
a term ending 12-31-19.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to add a full-time ranger position for the Groen Nature Preserve and to approve the 
associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to award Bid 2017-03 to Jon Study in the amount of $222.00 for the sale of an Airport 
loader bucket.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to award Bid 2017-04 to Norm Brecheisen in the amount of $310.57 for the sale of 2 
trailers.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.     
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt reported on the Conservation District, received a grant for tire recycling;  Animal 
Control addition of a garage; Iron Belle trail meeting; Tri-County Court agreement. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
Tri-County Court Agreement as presented.  Ayes:  Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
USDA Public hearing on Ambulance Grant was opened at 9:38 a.m. 
USDA Public hearing on Ambulance Grant was closed at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Special Presentations: 
Lt. Ken Mills reported on S.A.N.E; covers Otsego, Cheboygan and Emmet Counties. 119 
complaints in 2016, 137 drug arrests in 2016. 
 
Department Head Report: 
 
Dona Wishart reported on the Commission on Aging; provides caregiver, Parkinson’s, 
grandparents raising grandchildren support groups. 
       
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence:  
Commissioner Ken Glasser received a letter from the DNR. 
 
 
 



New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Duane Switalski, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
March 17, 2017 Special Warrant and the March 21, 2017 Warrant in the total amount of 
$169,388.51.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to remove 
check#65731 from the March 28, 2017 warrant and to approve the Warrant in the total amount 
of $801,014.44.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rob Pallarito, seconded by Commissioner Duane Switalski, to adopt 
Resolution OCR 17-03 as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:    Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Duane Switalski, Rob Pallarito, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:    Ken Glasser. 
Excused:  Julie Powers, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Rob Pallarito updated the Board on the joint land use study with NEMCOG. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the MAC Conference. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau attended the MAC Conference. 
 
Commissioner Duane Switalski had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attend MAC Conference; chosen by National Association of Counties 
to represent Michigan.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
    
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 


































