
September 13, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County Building at 
225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Prosecutor Mike Rola. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
                 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve the Regular minutes of August 23, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Otsego County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
reappointment of Sherry Huff with the term to expire October 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion to approve BID 2016-06 to Total Communications Services (TCS) with the low bid of 
$13,990.00 along with the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached)  
  
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to adopt 
the 2017-2022 Capital Improvement Plan as recommended by the Otsego County Planning 
Commission.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to adopt the 
proposed changes to the Otsego County Zoning Ordinance including changes to Article 2,4-13, 15,17 
and 21 as recommended by the Otsego County Planning Commission at their August 15, 2016 regular 
meeting.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached)   
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the tennis court at the Community Center; Courthouse windows are installed, 
doors are on back order; Courthouse plaza completed; Burnt structure in Vanderbilt going to auction; 
Interested in a rental inspection program. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Maureen Derenzy reported on the Library statistics, they remained even or went up; Resource 
sharing with other Counties; first meeting held on the library expansion; fall series program starting. 
 
 
Special Presentations: 
Abby Cherwinski from the Otsego Conservation District reported on the Recycling program; new 
recycling guides available; reported on how many tons of paper and containers were collected; had a 
display at the fair this year had good feedback; presentations are done at various schools, radio and 
newspapers; household hazardous waste collection was held; recycling bins are dumped at least once 
a week, sometimes more. 



 
Jack Marlette from the Otsego Conservation District invited the Board to the fall tour 9-26-16.  
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
Prosecutor Mike Rola reported on the new Michigan Medical Marijuana bills; creates a Michigan 
Medical Marijuana licensing board-5 members; creates various licensees, growers, processors, 
transporters, provisioning centers; Establish seed to sale tracking systems; Marijuana infused 
products.  
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
August 30, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $148,239.23 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve the 
September 6, 2016 Warrant in the total amount of $140,112.18.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
September 13, 2016 Warrant in the total amount of $701,537.72.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt Resolution 
OCR 16-24, Updated DNR Trust Fund Tennis Court Application. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  Julie Powers-Gehman. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to reconsider 
the approval of the Georgia Pacific Property Donation Agreement approved at the August 23, 2016 
regular board meeting.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the donation 
agreement with Georgia Pacific contingent upon receipt by the County Administrator of the updated 
Landscape Plan being Attachment B; the form of the quitclaim deed being Attachment C and the 
minutes of the Otsego Lake Association approving cost reimbursement, along with approval of $3,000 
for the Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment and title search. 
Ayes: None. 
Nays: Unanimous. 
Motion failed.     
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
 
 



Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported Business After Hours 9-14-16 at the Brook Retirement 
Community from 5:00p-7:00p; Chamber Business showcase 9-28-16 from 4:00p-7:00p at the 
Sportsplex; New leadership students orientation held last week, 10 students. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman likes how the Courthouse plaza has people out. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness reported on the Health Department, Director Linda Yaroch is 
resigning effective January 1, 2017. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the computer classes at the Library; interested in 
reviewing the rental inspection. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss commented on the removal of the burned out building. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the dashboard for School Success program; NEMSAS; 
resolution passed to have 2 companies do a study on Enbridge. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, working on Recreation 
plan; football at Libke fields; activities at the Community Center. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reminded the Board of the MAC Conference this weekend. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m.  
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 






































































































