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Otsego County Courthouse Plaza

This courtyard plaza is on the County Courthouse lawn in downtown Gaylord. It serves
as a recreational and gathering spot for visitors to the downtown. See Appendix A for details.

SIGNIFICANT NATURAL FEATURES

Pigeon River State Forest

The Pigeon River State Forest is a significant natural feature located in Otsego,
Cheboygan and Montmorency Counties. This land was called the “pine barrens east of
Vanderbilt” by author Ernest Hemingway and “The Big Wild” by Michigan pioneer
conservationist P.S. Lovejoy. This forest provides dome 105,000 acres of public land that is the
home of the only free ranging elk her east of the Mississippi River. The State of Michigan began
acquiring large pieces of land that would become the Pigeon River Forest in the 1910’s due to
the abandonment of the lumber mills and farms and also neglect in paying taxes. This forest
allows users to experience northern Michigan in its most natural state. The area is filled with
an abundance of wildlife, including elk, and is a great place for hunting, fishing and camping.
There are over 10-miles of unmarked pathways for hiking, backpacking, mushroom hunting,
mountain biking, horseback riding, cross country skiing or snowshoeing. The location of land
owned by the State of Michigan is shown in Figure 3.5 on page 3-30.

Green Timbers is a 6,388 acre tract of land that was formerly owned by the McLouth
Steel Company and used as a hunting and fishing retreat for their employees. In 1982 the State
of Michigan took over the property and it became part of the Pigeon River Country State Forest.
More than half of Green Timbers is covered with second growth forest of aspen, oak and other
northern hardwoods along with both white and red pine. Two cabins remain today for public
use, the Green Timbers Cabin and the Honeymoon Cabin. The Green Timbers area is closed to
all motor vehicles including snowmobiles.

OTSEGO LAKE AND ROAD END ACCESS LOCATIONS

Otsego Lake is the County’s largest lake (1972 acres) and is a very significant natural
feature within the County. Otsego Lake is a valuable economic and recreation resource not
only for Otsego County, but for the region as well. The lake is approximately five miles long,
has an average width of 0.7 miles (max. width is 1 mile) and a maximum depth of 23 feet. Itis
used by many for boating, fishing and swimming. There are two official Public Access Sites for
the lake, Otsego Lake State Park and Otsego Lake County Park. However, there are many other
road end access locations that allow public access. Those locations are as follows:
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Appendix A

Parks and Recreation Plan Amendment

Otsego County Courthouse Plaza — City of Gaylord

The County of Otsego has been involved over the last two years in a community-wide process to
improve the vibrancy and relevancy of the downtown for the City of Gaylord with a focus on
reducing traffic and air pollution on M-32 which bisects downtown Gaylord, along with creating
a unique pedestrian-friendly environment that will draw tourists and local citizens to the
downtown. In conjunction with this project, representatives of the community and the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources have been working with Lake State Railway to extend the
North Central State recreational trail to the downtown just one block west of the County
Courthouse and across the street. Additionally, the Otsego County Dog Park is two blocks south
of the courthouse. The intention is to expand the park to include other recreational activities in
the near future. The central downtown location of the Courthouse, taking up one-full city block,
is the ideal location to create an activity center for people to gather when shopping or pursuing
outdoor recreational activities in the area.

Numerous brainstorming and input opportunities for the courthouse lawn were provided to the
public. A list of meetings, all open to the public, included:

e Downtown Gaylord Streetscape Revamp Meeting — February 2, 2012
Downtown Gaylord Streetscape Revamp Meeting — February 29, 2012
Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — April 24, 2012

e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — May 31, 2012

e Design Charette — June 27, 2013 (public invited)

e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — December 6, 2012
¢ Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — March 18, 2013

e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — May 30, 2013

e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — July 30, 2013

e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — August 14, 2013

e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — September 4, 2013
e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — September 18, 2013
e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — October 2, 2013

e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — October 16, 2013
e Downtown Renaissance Committee Meeting — November 6, 2013
e Meeting with downtown businesses owners — November 13, 2013

Community input meeting — November 20, 2013 (see newspaper article)



Dan Burden, a national walkability expert visited the community in August of 2012 to provide
input concerning the downtown streetscape and courthouse lawn to the Downtown Renaissance
Committee, and to the public, at a public meeting. Many of his suggestions were incorporated
into the Courthouse Plaza design.

Plans for the Plaza include an interactive water fountain, a gas fire pit, a recirculating stream,
café style seating where people can use the free Wi-Fi internet access provided to use their lap
tops, new picnic tables, and several screened seating areas. The plan also incorporates several
existing elements (historic naval cannon, veteran memorial, several historic plaques, and an ice
tree) that provide for a very unique year-round experience and activities for people of all ages.
The plan, as proposed, would be an invaluable asset to the parks system throughout the County
and draw more people downtown and to the North Central State Trail.



NOLLYLS ONIHELYM =
HSWHL =

ONITUTE ALNNCOD 093810

AVAMILYD =
HONZE =

M

4
HSODI = M
2

a8
NCULVAS JUSWM ©Ca a

a.

b

L WS

NNIAY OD3EL0 'S

SNNIAY NVDHOW

Cr—}

3dVYOSLIIHIS OMOTIAVD

NNIAY LHNOD 'S

sAemalen)

—m—

iilllll!llIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIlllllltllll[lll!?lllllllllillIlIIll!fllllt!llt

LTI To

pESY[IELL |lEdl

BZe|d 9SNOYHNOD B ey S8l [euUsD

56¢58]

UHON JO Uo1}eso

102G Ul JO PUT ISOAA




BezZe|d 8snoyunod



r | vep7
TS, MEOGE
,. __ .' \\.1

BN

i "
Vi a\Y e 7)

-
v =r

o SETM QRS

1
VRIC saanrs AmT)

.ﬁ.,.,, S .&_a.,n_? 5t ~ ,
i

\Nh,.mﬁrn_.
»d AL
S.ﬂfki.ﬁt wuc.n.o..u. L U
- Sy — SHMY
,.._u. sl ﬂ@jﬂ&.
z 4, padda. - ~—"|
i WIS g\

1y ppes PO

t

\
/ A

£y ._-“"‘;-
B

vl sl oy R 8
g A —

A Qrasdv
e

~—

dap wo wAqqed
wam U P i
.A ﬁ _

1530 SELEON N oy smon STV Y
}deouo) ainjes 4 Jajep) BZe|d 8Shoyunod




‘weal)s bunenoalio-al e pue
1d 3l1] pue uiejunoj punolie
Buness 3201 1|l ‘4201 yoses
uo sis|qgng pue sjal 1o1em
G /M — 33| ¥OO] 0] Ulelunoj

9U] UOISIAUS aM1BYAA

L

S2INjoid Ul 8Injea ] JS1epn BZeld o 5SNoULIN0D



-Aun[ul Jusasid o1 alil 8yl punoie Buip|aiys

B 8ABY P|NOM [SpoW |Bull 8yl 1eyl 810U 8sed|d “Jaluim pue
||l @Y1 Ul SjuaAs |eloads 1o) Buneas 3201 18]l YlIm Juswia|d
Wwealls 1no pus ay] 1e pa1edo] ud alll seb e uoISIAUS SAA

lild 8114 BZB|d @Shoyuno)d



