
June 28, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:33 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Paul Liss. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Julie Powers-Gehman.           
                     
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular minutes of June 14, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the 2017 Budget calendar.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to reappoint Charles Berlin to the Housing Committee to a term ending December 31, 
2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 16-19, Magistrate Wendy Howard Appointment. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Nay:   None. 
Excused: Julie Powers-Gehman. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to reappoint Vernon Kassuba to the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority to a term 
ending December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
   
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the fountain on the Courthouse lawn, putting in a grate to catch the over 
flow of water; foreclosure, tearing down 2 properties; sand blasting the canon on the 
Courthouse lawn and repainting it; Iron bell Trail extension presented to the DNR; working on 
mobile laptops in the Sheriff’s Department and City Police patrol cars; Veteran’s memorial new 
flag poles ordered. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Jon Deming reported the EMS building is completed; new ambulance and new hazmat vehicle; 
run volume on track with 2015.  Reported on Emergency Management, installing computers for 



the patrol cars; emergency plans are done and approved for the County; radio system in good 
shape; 9-1-1 texting should come on in September. 
 
Special Presentations: 
Annette Eustice from Rehmann Robson, presented the Board with the 2015 Audit Report. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to accept the 
2015 Audit Report.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.    
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  None. 
 
Correspondence:  
Rachel Frisch presented the May financial reports. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the June 10, 2016 Special Warrant and the June 21, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of 
$71,046.89 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
June 28, 2016 Warrant in the amount of $281,983.17 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the Otsego Lake Township meeting, candidates 
running for office spoke; the splash pad at the Township Park, looking at benches to be put in. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown attended the Airshow, commended Matt Barresi. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the Airshow. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported a groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for June 29th 
at 1:00 p.m. for the Veteran’s pavilion; attended an economic round table discussion; Alpenfest 
is July 12th-16th, honors luncheon tickets are available. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness reported on the substance abuse meeting, possible new 
program coming called the Angel program. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson attended the Airshow. 



Commissioner Ken Borton attended the Airshow; MAC Conference in Boyne in September.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:27 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 














