
 July 26, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Vice-Chairman Doug Johnson.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-
Gehman, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mary Sanders. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Ken Borton.   
                  
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular minutes of July 12, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt ORV Ordinance No. 09-03 amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Janis Kellogg to the Brownfield Development 
Authority with a term ending December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
   
Motion to approve the Land Use Agreement with Charlton Township.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Region 9 Area Agency 2017-2019 annual implementation plan.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Budget Amendment (Airport Capital Projects).  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Budget Amendment (General Fund/Bus).  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve BID 2016-05, Vehicle purchase.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Budget Amendment (Child Care Fund).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Budget Amendment (9-1-1).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 



Motion to approve FY 2016 Budget Amendment (Delinquent Tax).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Budget Amendment (General Fund).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
adopt resolution OCR 16-20 for the millage language for an expansion of the Otsego County 
Library. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Ken 
Glasser, Doug Johnson, Bruce Brown. 
Excused: Ken Borton. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
   
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Community Center basketball and pickle ball courts; foreclosed 
properties cleanup progress; Groen Nature preserve tree cleanup progress; Veteran’s Memorial 
repair has started.   
    
Department Head Report: 
Marlene Hopp reported on the various Housing programs available and grants applied for; 
helping Veteran’s apply for various benefits offered; the Survey and Remonumentation 
program working on land corners; Motorcycle safety received funding again this year, currently 
25.00 fee to apply for the program, next year it will be 50.00. 
 
Suzy DeFeyter reported the sample ballots for the August 2nd election are on the County 
website; deadline to run for either Gaylord or Vanderbilt School board is July 26th by 4:00 p.m.; 
held an election inspector training, 71 people attended; New jury software program will go live 
in October, it will make the jury questionnaire and summons process much easier.  Graphic 
science has taken civil and criminal files to start to scan them and convert them into digital 
images; December 1, 2015 the new concealed pistol license law took effect, eliminated local 
gun boards and shifted the responsibilities to the MSP and the County Clerks.  In the Register of 
Deeds office, Graphic Science has completed the scanning project.  We are indexed and 
scanned all the way back to 1864. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  None. 
 
Correspondence:  
Rachel Frisch reported on the June Financial Reports. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness received an email from NEMCOG, MDOT seeking public 
comment regarding the State transportation public improvement program. 



 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
July 19, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $174,686.71 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the July 26, 2016 Warrant in the total amount of $237,127.85 Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Vice-Chairman Doug Johnson opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau attended the Pigeon River Advisory tour; Invitation from Huron 
Pine for the celebration of the Damn removal at the Song of the morning ranch on 8-31-16. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the upcoming Ausable Canoe marathon; 
reported on the City Council meeting, they commended the County on how nice the courthouse 
plaza looks. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the budget workshop that was held at the University 
Center. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported Dover and Livingston Township had an audit, both doing well. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the special meeting held at Otsego Lake 
Township regarding the trailhead. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reminded everyone to vote on August 2, 2016.     
    
Meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Doug Johnson, Vice-Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 




































































