
July 23, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the Alpine 

Center Complex, Multi-Purpose Room at 800 Livingston Blvd.  The meeting was called to order 

at 9:34 a.m. by Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance led by County Commissioner Clark Bates.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of July 9, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to place Ron Stahlbuck at Step 2 on the Park Ranger Non-Union pay scale beginning on 

the next payroll cycle after his July 27 anniversary date, along with the associated budget 

amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve FY 2013 Jail budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve FY 2013 Air show budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on Equalization department move; Hayes road parking lot paving; Planning 

Commission training request; Hospital finance authority. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the Land Use paving budget 

amendment in the amount of $33,000 with $16,500 to come from the general fund contingency 

fund and $16,500 to come from the building inspection fund being fund 249.  Ayes: Unanimous. 

 Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve Land Use training budget amendment of 

$1,250.00 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to suspend the Board rules and amend the agenda by 

moving OCR 13-17 Hospital Finance Authority to immediately follow the Administrator’s 

report.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Peter Eckland and Tom Lemon addressed the board regarding the hospital finance Authority. 

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown to adopt Resolution OCR13-17 creating the County of 

Otsego Hospital Finance Authority as presented. 

Roll Call Vote:     

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

                     Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Special Presentation: 

 

Marilyn Kaczanowski reported on the Friendship Housing Center. 

 

The following citizens spoke either supporting or opposing the proposed millage for the 

Friendship Housing Center:  Rev. Susan Webeler, Vicky Rigney, Marty Storing, Dana Bensinger, 

Tom Decarlo, Cindy Pushman, Carol Leser, Diane Purgiel, Matthew Soderquist, Roxanne Morin, 

Amanda Weber, Melissa Tillotson, Bob Mammel, Greg Nelson, Carol Houston, Robert Huta, 

Robin Bradley-Jones, Larry Corell, James Flint, Jenny Gadberry, Sil Mazella, Eric Mason, Tony 

Sharkey, Karen Brown, Chris Holborn, Leonard Skop, Joseph McGuire, Jackie Smith, George 

Plummer, Ron Smith, Mary Sanders, Margaret Albert, Troy Huff, Scott Johnston, Don Storing, 

Randy Stults, Diane Dubie, Larry Nowak, Molly Stewart, Kathleen Arndt, Henry Mason, Amy 

Corell, Mike Turnbull.  

 

City Liaison, Township and Village Representatives- None. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

The June financial reports were presented. 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen ruled that the motion to reconsider OCR 13-12 was an improper motion.  

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix to rescind the motion concerning resolution OCR 13-

12 passed at the June 25, 2013 Board of Commissioners meeting, seconded by Commissioner 

Erma Backenstose.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Nays: Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 

Motion carried.  Resolution OCR 13-12 is rescinded.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the July 16, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$99,200.56 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the July 23, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$351,722.54 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates to go into closed session to consult with our attorneys 

regarding settlement strategy in connection with the case of Cavanaugh v James D. McBride, 

Matthew J. Nowicki, and Otsego County, File No: 1:12-cv-15463-TLL-CEB pending in the 

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan-Northern Division pursuant to 

Section 8(e) of the Open Meetings Act since discussion in an open meeting will have a 

detrimental financial effect of the litigating position of the County. 

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

                     Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried  

 

Public Comment: 

 

Randy Stults thanked the Board for supporting the training for the Planning Commission. 

 

Entered into closed session at 11:55 a.m. 

 

Returned to open session at 12:35 p.m. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to appoint John Burt to serve as representative to 

Otsego County and authorized accordingly to terms discussed in closed session on July 23. Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     






















