
 July 12, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Bruce Fasel. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.   
                  
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular minutes of June 28, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Steven J. Bauman to the Planning Commission was 
removed from the Consent agenda and placed under new business as item E). 
 
Motion to approve the Land Use Agreement with Otsego Lake Township.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
   
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Community Center tennis and pickle ball courts; Vanderbilt recycling 
center damaged in the storm; Veteran’s memorial to be worked on after Alpenfest; demolition 
cleanup on foreclosed property; Planning the 2017 airshow; Groen nature preserve had 140 
trees damaged in the storm, cleanup of trees, closed down until cleaned up. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, seconded by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to 
award Bid 2016-04 to North Central Excavating and to approve the associated budget 
amendment in the amount of $42,500.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
moving forward with planning for the 2017 Air Show and to authorize the Administrator to 
approve Agreements for the Air Show.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to 
authorize the Administrator to contract for tree removal services not to exceed $20,000 along 
with the associated budget amendment to be reimbursed by the Groen Trust Fund Board.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
    
Department Head Report: 
Lisa Anderson updated the Board on the Michigan State University Extension department; 4-H 
2014-2015 programs, family fun fair held at the Middle School had 130 participants; Spring  
Extravaganza held during Spring break, offered cooking classes, made terrariums, survivor 



bracelets; 2 Scholarship recipients granted at $500.00 each; father/ daughter dance held had 
400 participants; 4-H  Council has increased their total membership from 9 adults and 3 youth 
to 12 adults and 12 youths; Proud Equestrian program provides riding for children with 
disabilities; Sent 5 youth to 4-H summer camp at Ocqueoc. SNAP program had 886 youths that 
participated in a 36, 6 week series, works with North Ohio and South Maple Schools.  Backpack 
program, students receive backpacks with food for the weekends.         
 
Special Presentations: 
Paul Sough reported on Community Mediation Services, provides means to work out disputes 
outside of Court.  90% of the cases handled, kept agreements made; receive grant funding from 
SCAO, requesting $4,000.00 from the County.  Referred to Budget and Finance for 
consideration.   
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  None. 
 
State Representative Tristan Cole and State Senator Jim Stamas reported budgets are done for 
the State, Counties receiving revenue sharing. 
 
Correspondence:  
Commissioner Ken Glasser received correspondence regarding the Manistee River and the 
AuSable River erosion control. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the July 5, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $78,957.34 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to approve 
the July 12, 2016 Special Warrant and the July 12, 2016 Regular Warrant in the total amount of 
$224,822.31 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, 
to allocate an additional $200.00 to help with expenses associated with moving the Skateboard 
Park to the Sportsplex with funds to come from the General Fund Contingency Fund along with 
the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Steven J. Bauman to the Planning Commission with a 
term ending December 31, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  Application of Mr. 
Bauman to be corrected to check the “yes” box regarding the question are you aware of the 
time commitment to serve.   
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 



Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss attended a meeting, citizens asked about why the County is 
demolishing buildings instead of bringing up to code.  When the County gets them, they are 
beyond repair. Vanderbilt held music in the park last Saturday, good attendance. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended Bagley Township meeting.  Residents concerned about Al’s 
Market, fire was 2 years ago and nothing has been done. ORV complaint from a citizen. Land 
Use contract agreed upon. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting.  State of Michigan is 
3rd in the nation for shootings; pictures of foreclosed house on 501 E. Main St. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness reported on the Health Department meeting.  Can go on the 
website and review the inspection reports of restaurants. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting.  Groen nature 
preserve house flooding, pontoon boat tied to the dock damaged.  Excellent year at the County 
Park, cabins already booked out into next year; Over 1000 people attended the fireworks; 150 
people at the Groen Nature property for the smile for a mile race. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reported the next MTA meeting is July 19, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at City 
Hall. 
    
Meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 


















