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 Minutes Regular Meeting 
Otsego County Parks and Recreation Commission 

December 11th 2017 
 

Called to order at 6:00pm. 
 
Members Present: Dave Baragrey, Scott Couterier, Randy Stults, Doug Johnson, Bill Holewinski, Judy 
Jarecki, Bonny Miller, Abe Cruz and Justin Wing. 
 
Members Absent: Kelli Parker 
 
Others Present: Kyle Ryan, Rachel Frisch, Keri Swantek, Denise Pallarito, Cassie Komarnizki, Amanda 
Dobrzelewski and Kari Jo Stefanski. 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes from the November 13th meeting as 
presented was made by Abe Cruz and seconded by Scott Courterier. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: Denise Pallarito and Kari Jo Stefanski requested that shrubs and trees not be planted 
in the area where the 911 building was. Randy Stults stated that the Parks and Recreation Commission 
do not have control over that property in question. Randy Stults also stated the corner piece of Illinois 
Street is not under the control of the Parks and Recreation Commission. A motion was made by Bonny 
Miller and seconded by Bill Holewinski to recommend to the Otsego County Board of Commissioners to 
allow the Alpenfest Parade to use the portion of the property controlled by the Parks and Recreation 
Commission for the 2018 Alpenfest Parade. Motion carried. 
 
Amanda Dobrzelewski and Cassie Komarnizki said they are involved in the Otsego County Leadership 
Program. As part of the program they were required to attend a government board meeting and asked 
the board members some questions. 
 
Bills: A motion was made by Randy Stults and seconded by Scott Courterier to pay the bills in the 
amount of 9,196.87 for the 11/1/17 – 11/30/17. Motion carried. 
 
Financial Reports: Kyle Ryan presented the members with budget reports from the Parks Department 
and the Groen Property from November.  
 
Director’s Update: 

- Kyle Ryan said that the Bear Basketball League starts in January and that Dave Baragrey recently 
held the team draft. 

- Kyle Ryan said that he has not received the appraisals for the two pieces of property near the 
County Park we are interested in purchasing. 
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-Rachel Frisch informed the members that the Groen Preserve property transfer is expected to be 
complete by the end of the year.  
- Rachel Frisch informed the board of the death of four dogs that had recently visited the Pontresina 
Dog Park.  

 
Old Business: 

A. Repair/Replacement/Enhancement Schedule: Kyle Ryan presented a schedule. The board asked 
Kyle to group the improvements by location. The board asked Kyle to provide approximate 
prices of the projects in the 1-3 year time frame. Kyle Ryan asked the members to review the list 
and suggest if some of the projects should be moved into the 1-3 year time frame. Randy Stults 
asked that a wish list category be added to this schedule. 

 
B. Beach: Kyle Ryan said that a permit was not required from the DEQ for the beach project. Kyle 

said he will contact the Otsego Conservation District about soil erosion issues and if any permits 
were required from the Conservation District. Kyle Ryan said he received a second bid for the 
project. Rachel Frisch asked Kyle to get a third bid. A motion was made by Randy Stults and 
seconded by Abe Cruz to go ahead with the project to put beach sand at the county park in the 
area as the board discussed and have Kyle work through the process to get that accomplished as 
soon as possible in the spring. Motion carried. 
 

New Business: 
A. Alpenfest Parade – Denise Pallarito: this was discussed during the Public Comment part of the 

meeting. 
 

B. 2018 Meeting Schedule: The November 12th 2018 meeting was moved to November 5th 2018. A 
motion was made by Bill Holewinski and seconded by Scott Courterier to accept the meeting 
schedule with the change. Motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Comments: 
-Justin Wing said he encourages the board to get a landscape architect to help come up with a vision for 
the dog park. Justin asked if there were any plans for the property where the 911 building was located. 
 
- Scott Courterier asked if the board wants to add the property where the 911 building was to the 
Pontresina Park. 
 
- Doug Johnson said the 2018 parks budget was approved by the Board of Commissioners. 
 
The next meeting is Monday January 8th 2018 at 6:00pm at the County Building, Room 100. 
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A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Bonny Miller and seconded by Bill Holewinski. The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:18pm. 
 
Attachments as part of this meeting: 
- Bills from 11/1/17 – 11/30/17 in the amount of 9,196.87. 
- Financial reports for the parks, Community Center and Groen Preserve for November. 
- 2018 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Schedule 
- 2018 budget report 
- Repair/Replacement/Enhancement Schedule 
 
Keri Swantek 
Recording Secretary 
 
Randy Stults 
Secretary 
 


