
June 23, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Paul Beachnau. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose,              
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Excused:        Lee Olsen. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of June 9, 2015 with 
attachments Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve OCR 15-22 Mortgage discharge of Hubert Natter and Diana Natter. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused: Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve OCR 15-23 Mortgage discharge of Samuel M. Sefton and Natalie L. Sefton. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused: Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Parks and Recreation Policy.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Board/Commission/Committee Appointment policy update.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Employee Handbook update.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
 
 



Motion to allow Melissa FitzGerald, Animal Control Director, to carry her personal firearm on 
after hours calls subject to annual certification with the Sheriff’s Office and to authorize the 
Administrator to enter into a written agreement with her to that effect.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  
 
Motion to approve GTP Towers II, LLC Lease Extension.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Budget calendar.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the transfer of $4,592 from the Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund (Fund 516) 
to the Road Commission.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 (General Fund/Capital Projects) Budget Amendment.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve indigent defense contract.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Pastor Jim Mathis to the Housing Committee for a 
term ending June 30, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve OCR 15-24 Recognition of 2015 Alpenfest Honored Industry-Jay’s Sporting 
Goods. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused: Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve OCR 15-25 Recognition of 2015 Alpenfest der Buergermeister-Judi Doan. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused: Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
 
 
 



Motion to approve OCR 15-26 Recognition of 2015 Alpenfest Parade Marshal-Patti 
Dobrzelewski. 
 Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused: Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to enter into closed session at the appropriate time to 
discuss settlement of pending litigation in accordance with the open meeting act, being MCL 
15.268(a)---for consideration of a personnel evaluation. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused: Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported on the Community Center renovations; Courthouse plaza project going out 
for bids; EMS expansion bids out; Foreclosure property cleanup; Dog park area trees and 
irrigation; Trail extension; Bids for trash collection; Airshow. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the bid from American Waste for trash 
collection services for a 2 year contract with the low bid of $1,725 per month/$20,700 annual in 
the first year and a 3% increase in the second year.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 
 
Ken Bradstreet reported on the Wolverine Power Plant progress. 
 
Rachel Frisch reported on the May financial reports. 
 
Correspondence:  
Commissioner Paul Liss received a letter from Department of Natural Resources. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the June 16, 2015 Warrant in the amount 
of $145,528.48.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the June 19, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$1,372.67.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve the June 23, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $354,812.77.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Paul Beachnau, to appoint Ken Glasser as County Commissioner for District VI to fill 
the remainder of the term through December 31, 2016, effective June 24, 2015.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Entered into closed session at 10:10 a.m. 
Returned to open session at 10:35 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the Employment Contract with John Burt as 
discussed in the closed session along with any associated budget amendment and to authorize 
the Personnel Committee to negotiate and approve new agreements for the Human Resources 
Director and Finance Director positions as discussed in closed session.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Livingston Township meeting. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the County roads; splash pad in Otsego Lake   
         Township. 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Corwith Township Hall Construction. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the Sportsplex, Airshow. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton will be attending the MAC Board of Directors meeting on Friday June 
26, 2015. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 10:47 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 


































































