
April 12, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Robert Pallarito. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.           
                     
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
Regular minutes of March 22, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda; 
Motion to approve the Conservation District Recycling Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Courthouse Plaza project progress, waiting on the weather to finish 
up; exterior door bid and half of the windows; electronic recycling update; water quality 
update, everyone is in good shape; Announced Tim Cherwinski has been hired as the new Bus 
Director. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to adopt 
Resolution 16-12, Intent to apply for financial assistance for fiscal year 2017 as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, 
Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Motion carried/ Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
adopt Resolution 16-13, to approve the ballot language for a millage proposition to provide 
funds for the operation and maintenance of all programs, parks and facilities under the 
jurisdiction of the Otsego County Parks and Recreation Commission and to submit the 
proposition to the electorate in the primary election of August 2, 2016. 
Roll Call Vote:     
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose,  
Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   Ken Glasser. 
Motion carried/ Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
  
 



Department Head Report: 
 
Mike Rola reported on the Prosecutor’s office; various cases tracked, adult cases, 
Juvenile/Probate/Family Court, Child Support Title IV-D cases. 
 
Vern Schlaud reported on the Land Use Department, introduced Christine Boyak-Wohlfiel; 
Email or text messages are sent out when inspection has been completed; Point pay cash 
receipting system implemented; database improved updated contractors, categorized permits; 
Zoning department, Christine will be going out and doing zoning enforcements only; Building 
department good year last year, permits about the same, revenues a little higher.  
  
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: Chairman Ken Borton received an invitation from Huron Pines for the 2016 
spring celebration on May 13, 2016. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the March 22, 2016 Special Warrant and the March 29, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of 
$298,122.90 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to 
approve the April 5, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $35,316.56.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
April 12, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $1,622,217.75.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Dona Wishart reported on the Otsego County Commission on Aging; Long term employee 
Loretta Miller is retiring, open house is 4-14-16 from 2:00-3:30 at the Alten Zimmer; BeBloomin 
update session April 21, 2016 from 9:30-11:00 at the University Center. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting; shops on main, City 
to take money out of their budget and not obtain bonds.  
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported Corwith Township applied for the Trail head grant. 
 



Commissioner Bruce Brown reported the Sportsplex has some events scheduled during the 
month of April. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Otsego Lake Drain, lake level controlled by court 
order; Thursday, April 14, 2016 from 1:30-3:30 MSHDA public hearing regarding funding to be 
held at the Alpine Center; Commission on Aging Region 9 fiscal year 2017-2019 public hearing 
May 23, 2016 in Alpena and May 25, 2016 in Roscommon. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported Business After Hours 4-13-16 at the Summit Grill at the 
Ridge from 5:00-7:00 p.m.; Good morning Gaylord, Friday, April 15, 2016; State of Community 
Luncheon, May 10, 2016 at the Otsego Club at Noon, tickets available at the Chamber. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
Commissioner Robert Harkness had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, new director 
settling in, working on a grant to get kids active; received bids to replace the lights at the 
community center; gave the health department 25 passess to the County Park; Irontone south 
bridge needs repair. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reported on the Bagley Township Meeting, Dave Matelski from the 
Road Commissioner looking for funding for Chester Road.  They are partnering with Bagley 
Township to repair the road.  The road in front of the Sportsplex is going to have no through 
truck signs posted; Voted to keep the meetings the same; replacing lights in the hall to LED.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:02 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
















