
 

 

 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee 
 

Friday, May 25, 2012 – 10:00 a.m. 
Room 100– Otsego County Building 
225 West Main Gaylord, MI  49735 

 

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM 

   

Members Present: Doug Johnson, John Burt, Erma Backenstose, Paul Liss, Rich Sumerix, 
Undersheriff Nowicki, Judge Morse, Judge Allen, Melissa FitzGerald, Sheriff McBride, Brendan 
Curran 
 
Others Present: Rachel Frisch 

  
 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Liss to approve the minutes from the February 24, 2012 Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Committee minutes.  Second by Mr. Curran.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 OLD BUSINESS 

 
Mr. Johnson asked Ms.FitzGerald about her progress on establishing an ordinance that will limit 
the number of animals per household in Otsego County.  Ms. FitzGerald commented that new 
bills have been introduced at the State level that will have an impact on this issue.  She is waiting 
to see what happens and go from there.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Synthetic Marijuana 
 
Undersheriff Nowicki reported that Gladwin County has addressed the issue of synthetic 
marijuana and bath salts by taking them off the shelves.  Otsego County has an issue with a local 
business that sells the bath salts, and he’d like to look into doing an ordinance.  Mr. Burt indicated 
that the ordinance will need to be done through the Health Department.  Mr. Burt will contact the 
Health Department that services Gladwin County to get a copy of their ordinance.  He will forward 
it to our attorney for review and then to our Health Department.  Sheriff McBride added that we 
will need to address enforcement of the ordinance and whether it will be enforced by the Health 
Department or the Sheriff’s Department.   

 
B. Dog Park Request 

 
Mr. Burt has received requests to look into a dog park.  Ms. FitzGerald is in the process of 
contacting communities with dog parks to see how much they cost to build and to operate.  She 
will continue to research the issue.  The Committee concurred that the dog park would need to be 
funded through grants and fundraising, as they do not want to obligate the County to fund the 
project. 
 

C. Department Updates 
 
Commissioner – Ms. Backenstose informed the Committee that the State is implementing big 
changes to DHS boards and their duties.   



 
Animal Control – Ms. FitzGerald reported that there are a lot of kittens and dogs at the shelter. 
 
Undersheriff – Mr. Nowicki reported that it has been a busy time.  Deputies have been assisting 
Roscommon County with the search for the escapee.  He is looking forward to receiving the 4-
wheel drive Tahoe for the Sheriff’s Department, that is being partially funded with a federal grant. 
 
Courts – Judge Allen reported that the polycom system has been installed and is being used.  
The system was paid for by the State.  The system allows for remote connection to prisons and 
jails so inmates do not have to be transported.  Pleas, sentencing, competency hearings, expert 
witnesses, etc. can be done electronically.  It will require a lot of coordination but has the potential 
to save significant dollars and will reduce the security risk associated with transporting inmates.  
She also announced that she has selected Brendan Curran as the interim Prosecuting Attorney. 
 
Courts – Judge Morse informed the Committee that she had a meeting with Court Administrator 
Vicki Courterier, Undersheriff Nowicki, and Mr. Curran to discuss the work camp program.  They 
will begin to coordinate with Work Camp Supervisor Tim Cherwinski for individuals sentences to 
community service to work off their sentences, fines, and costs through the work camp. 
 
Prosecutor – Mr. Curran stated that he is working on ideas for creative jail alternatives. 
 
Finance – Ms. Frisch reported that the 2011 audit is being wrapped up and then budget season 
will begin. 
 

 
Mr. Johnson adjourned the meeting at 10:45 AM. 
 


