
May 26, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Ron Smith 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Excused:       Richard Sumerix 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of May 12, 2015 with 
attachments and the special minutes of May 19, 2015.  Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-
Gehman to amend the regular minutes of May 12, 2015 to read Commissioner Julie Powers-
Gehman reported on Downtown proud.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  Minutes approved 
as amended. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Paul Gunderson to the Airport Advisory Committee with 
the term to expire 12-31-2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Parks and Recreation Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-19 Discharge of Mortgage of Donna M. Kolany.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused:  Richard Sumerix.    
Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached)  
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-20 NEMCOG Grant Application Fiscal Year 2016.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused:  Richard Sumerix.    
Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached) 
 
 
 
 



Motion to adopt OCR 15-21 Intent to Apply for Financial Assistance for Fiscal year 2016 for the 
Otsego County Bus System.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused:  Richard Sumerix.    
Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the County Bus ADA Complaint Policy.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
(see attached)   
 
Motion to approve the County Bus Title VI Plan.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to authorize the Sheriff to purchase a boat for up to 
$27,000 to be paid out of the Equipment Fund (fund 266).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to update the Otsego County Fee Schedule with the 
changes to the Parks and Recreation Department fees as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached)   
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt discussed the County foreclosures property cleanup; received bids for the Community 
Center. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to award Bid 15-01 to Integrity Construction in the 
amount of $189,000 and to approve the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Department Head Report: 
Mike Rola reported on the Prosecutor’s office. 
Gina Marchio reported on the Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: 
Rachel Frisch reported on the April Financial reports. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve the May 19, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $62,349.02.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the May 26, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$449,656.47.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Livingston Township Meeting; Leadership 
Program Graduation June 2, 2015 at the Otsego Club; Lake levels at Otsego Lake. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman discussed property cleanup.  
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen discussed property cleanup. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose attended the Otsego Lake Township meeting. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss discussed zoning enforcements; Board of directors meeting for 
Community Corrections. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the Little League fundraiser held. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton reported an upcoming MAC Transportation meeting. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 
























































