
December 13, 2011 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Ken Borton.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Excused:        Bruce Brown.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of November 22, 2011 

with attachments were approved via unanimous consent. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to grant authority to the County Administrator to amend all budgets up to $5,000 per line 

item, with subsequent approval by the Otsego County Board of Commissioners at their January 

board meeting. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the appointment of Nancy Ross to the Jury Commission with the term to 

expire on April 30, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the appointment of William Light to the Jury Commission with the term to 

expire on April 30, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the appointment of Charles Berlin to the Housing Committee with the term to 

expire on May 1, 2013.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve Jason Mathias to the Parks and Recreation was removed from the consent 

agenda. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Chad Dutcher to the Parks and Recreation Commission 

with the term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Kenneth R. Arndt to the Otsego County Planning 

Commission with the term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Charles Klee to the Otsego County Planning 

Commission with the term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Michael Deerfield to the Airport Advisory Committee 

with the term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 



Motion to approve the reappointment of Steven Johnson to the Airport Advisory Committee with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Wally McCoy to the Airport Advisory Committee with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the Airport Advisory Committee Bylaw update.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Paul Cafuk to the Veteran’s Affairs with the term to 

expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Duane Hoffman to the Zoning Board of Appeals with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Kevin Sagasser to the Zoning Board of Appeals with the 

term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to adopt, OCR 11-36 Adoption of  Parks and Recreation Plan 2012-2016. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:       Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard              

                 Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Nays:        None. 

Excused:   Bruce Brown  

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to adopt, OCR 11-37 Discharge of Mortgage of Robert Rolinski. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:       Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard              

                 Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Nays:        None. 

Excused:   Bruce Brown  

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Motion to approve FY 2011 Court Budget Amendments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

(see attached) 

 

Motion to approve FY 2011 Retiree Health Care Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the Animal Control building progress; Groen property; patrol vehicles. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to ratify the 2012-2013 Police Officers Association of 

Michigan Tentative Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to ratify the 2012-2013 Teamsters State, County and 

Municipal Workers Local 214 Clerical Tentative agreement. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to set the medical benefit plan (medical and Rx) non-union 

employee cost share at 15% for 2012, and adopting the hard cap formula overall for the County 

per Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Department Head Report: 

 

Suzy DeFeyter reported on the Clerk/ROD offices. 

 

Melissa FitzGerald reported on the Animal shelter. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the updated Otsego County Fee schedule.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the agreement with the Northeast Michigan 

Council of Governments for drafting of Hazard Mitigation Plans along with the associated 

budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the Medical Examiner Policy.  Ayes: Unanimous. 

 Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the retitling of the Assistant County Park 

Manager/Lead Community Center Monitor position to ‘Parks and Recreation Coordinator’ with 

the pay to be set at a Pay Grade 5.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the Dave Dacy Airshow Agreement in the 

amount of $26,125 with funding from the Airport Special Events Fund (fund 282).  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt, December 15
th

 is the Christmas tree 

lighting. 

 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 

 

Correspondence:  

 

Rachel Frisch reported on the November 2011 Financial reports. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the November 29, 2011 Warrant in the 

amount of $86,454.87 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the December 6, 2011 Warrant in the amount 

of $37,306.50 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the December 13, 2011 Warrant in the amount 

of $379,453.94 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-38 Opposition to HB 

5125 and 5126. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.  

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Bruce Brown. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Board Remarks: 

                                          

Commissioner Clark Bates:           City Council meeting. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:        Michigan Northern Counties Association meeting. 

                                                          Parks and Recreation meeting. 

    

Commissioner Erma Backenstose:   Otsego Lake Township.  

 

Commissioner Ken Borton:            MAC Board of Directors meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lee Olsen:               Groen Nature preserve. 

                                                          Charlton Township meeting.      

 

Commissioner Rich Sumerix:          Consortium meeting. 

                                                          Health Department meeting. 

  

Commissioner Paul Liss:                 Transportation Committee meeting. 

                                                          Evaluation Committee. 

                                                          Alpine Haus 

                                                          Bay Mills Casino 

                                                          Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year   

   

 

Chairman Paul Beachnau:              Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year       

 

 

 

 



Meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

 

_________________________________  

Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      








































