
November 26, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100. The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by County Surveyor Ron Brand.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard 

                      Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of November 5, 2013 with 

attachments and the Minutes of the Special Meeting of November 6, 2013.   Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried. 

 

Truth in Taxation hearing was opened at 9:34 a.m. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve OCR-13-24 Mortgage Discharge of George A. Glinz and Shirley A. Glinz. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard           

           Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

Nays:  None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the 2014 meeting schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 

attached) 

 

Motion to approve the 2014 Holiday schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 

attached) 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Steven Riozzi to the Housing Committee with the term 

to expire December 8, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Don Peterson to the Veteran’s Board with the term to 

expire on December 31, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the Jail budget amendment as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

(see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the Parks and Recreation budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous. 

 Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

 



Motion to grant authority to the County Administrator to amend all budgets up to $5,000 per line 

item, with subsequent approval by the Otsego County Board of Commissioner at their January 

Board meeting.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

    

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported he met with Patricia Osborn regarding the gypsy moth count; ratified union 

agreements with teamsters clerical, bus, POAM, settlement with 9-1-1 dispatchers. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to ratify the 2014 Teamsters State, County and Municipal 

Workers Local 214 Bus tentative agreement; the 2014 Teamsters State, County and Municipal 

Workers Local 214 Clerical tentative agreement; the 2014 Police Officers Association of 

Michigan tentative agreement; and the closing and settlement agreement with the Police Officers 

Association of Michigan.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Special Presentation: 

 

Cynthia Pushman from the Michigan Department of Human Services reported on the programs 

and services they have and the funding they provide. 

 

Department Head Report: 

 

County Surveyor, Ron Brand reported on the Remonumentation program, 2073 corners still need 

to be completed in Otsego County, 864 has been completed. 

 

Matt Barresi reported on the Airport, and the involvement with the Community, the 

infrastructures at the Airport, and the fuel revenues through September 2013. 

 

Roberta Tholl from the Road Commission reported on the Chamber expo that was held in 

October; launching their own website; received 2 new trucks; new health insurance; Map 21 

hearing today. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Tammy LaBouef to support the Fire Department and EMS Services for 

the December 5
th

 parade to raise awareness of Toys for Tots in Otsego County and to send a 

letter to MDOT to support the parade permit.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

Public hearing closed at 10:38 a.m. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to adopt Resolution OCR 13-23 2014 Budget and 

General Appropriations Act Resolution. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard           

           Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

Nays:  None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 



Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the updated Otsego County Fee Schedule 

with replacing all instances of the term ‘Deputy Medical Examiner’ to ‘Deputy Medical 

Investigator’ to take effect on January 1, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the addition of a part-time(20 hours per week) 

Kennel Attendant, with the updated job description, at a cost of $11,800 for 2014 and a full-time 

(37.5 hours per week) Assistant Animal Control Officer at an increased cost of $2,960 for 2014 

to be paid out of the Animal Control Budget (Fund 212).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

(see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss to approved the Medical Examiner Policy with replacing all 

instances of the term ‘Deputy Medical Examiner’ to ‘Deputy Medical Investigator’.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

City Liaison, Township and Village Representatives- None 

 

Correspondence: 

 

The October financial reports were reviewed. 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen received a letter from the Department of Air Quality.  

   

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Tammy LaBouef, to approve the November 12, 2013 Warrant in the 

amount of $152,216.57 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the November 19, 2013 Warrant in the 

amount of $72,529.07 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the November 26, 2013 Warrant in the amount 

of $768,784.93 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: 

Mike Burzynski addressed the Board regarding his involvement with the Land Use Services 

requesting the Board to possibly come up with a procedure when a structure needs repairing and 

give the citizen a chance to pay for it through taxes and pay over time. 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen referred this request to the Budget and Finance committee. 

 

Paul Sopsich attended the Downtown Renaissance open house, the City and the DDA are having 

meetings in March 2014 and was inquiring if the County was planning on doing anything. 

 

Prosecutor Mike Rola announced Assistant Prosecutor Brian Kasiborski is leaving the 

Prosecutor’s office, his last day is December 11, 2013. 



Larry Corell updated the Board on the homeless issue.  Churches have stepped up to house single 

men and women.  Local motels still housing families.  The churches are open 6pm-6am.    

 

Board Remarks: 

 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 

 

Commissioner Bruce Brown reported the E-Free church handed out 670 Thanksgiving dinners 

for families. 

 

Commissioner Rich Sumerix reported on the Health Department flu shots; Kiwanis Christmas 

baskets are up to 700. 

 

Commissioner Ken Borton reported on December 6, 2013 he will be attending the MAC 

Committee meetings for Environmental and Transportation. 

 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau handed out the new Chamber membership directory, on budget 

and on time for the Chambers new building. 

 

Commissioner Tammy LaBouef reported on the City Council meeting, the DDA director is 

making plans for New Years Eve starting at 6pm; 3
rd

 phase of Sheldon’s place complex and 

apartments. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen attended the Veteran’s Day Ceremony at the Middle School; announced the 

next Board meeting is December 17, 2013.  

     

Meeting adjourned at 11:21 a.m. 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     
























































