
November 25, 2014 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Ken Bradstreet. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, 
Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
 
Excused:   Paul Liss, Bruce Brown.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the regular minutes of November 12, 2014 
with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt Resolution OCR 14-35 recognizing Mike 
Tarbutton.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug 
Johnson, Ken Borton.  
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Truth in Taxation public hearing was opened at 9:38 a.m. 
 
Consent agenda: 
   
Motion to approve the reappointment of Scott Courterier to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission with the term to expire on 12-31-2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Bonny Miller to the Parks and Recreation Commission 
with the term to expire on 12-31-2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve FY 2014 General Fund Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion to approve the Board of Commissioners 2015 meeting schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the 2015 holiday schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
   
 



Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Sheriff Office remodel; POAM final contract; 12-19-14 swearing in 
ceremony; Red Cross building. 
 
Department Head Report: 
 
Bill Kerr presented the 2014 Apportionment report. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the 2014 Apportionment Report as 
presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Truth in Taxation hearing closed at 9:50 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to adopt Resolution OCR 14-36 2015 Budget and 
General Appropriations Act and General Appropriations Act.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug 
Johnson, Ken Borton.  
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)   
 
Wolverine Power Rezoning Request public hearing opened at 9:52 a.m. 
Wolverine Power Rezoning Request public hearing closed at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the Wolverine Power Cooperative conditional 
rezoning request as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence:  
Rachel Frisch reported on the October financial reports. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tammy LaBouef, to approve the November 18, 2014 Warrant in the 
amount of $66,074.78.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the November 25, 2014 Warrant in the 
amount of $261,455.61.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Lee Olsen opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 



Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Tammy LaBouef reported on the City Council meeting. 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Livingston Township meeting. 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix had no report. 
Commissioner Ken Borton had no report. 
Chairman Lee Olsen reported on the Chester Township meeting. 
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix, move to enter into closed session at the appropriate time to 
discuss settlement of pending litigation in accordance with the open meeting act, being MCL 
15.268(c)---(c) for strategy and negotiation sessions connected with the negotiation of a 
collective bargaining agreement. 
 Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug 
Johnson, Ken Borton.  
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried. 
 
Entered into closed session at 10:23 a.m. 
Returned to open session at 10:27 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to ratify the 2015-2016 Police Officers Association 
of Michigan Tentative Agreement, as discussed in the closed session.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Lee Olsen, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Lynn Branch, Chief Deputy Clerk 
 
































