
November 22, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Aaron Summers. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Ken Borton,              
                       Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Paul Beachnau, Robert Harkness, Doug Johnson. 
                 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the Regular minutes of November 8, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.     
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Donna Stubenvoll to the Airport Advisory Committee 
with a term ending December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Thomas Green to the Airport Advisory Committee with 
a term ending December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Steve Riozzi to the Housing Committee with a term 
ending December 31, 2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of William Ahrenberg to the Veterans’ Committee with a 
term ending December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the 2017 holiday schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the 2017 Board of Commissioners meeting schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion to adopt OCR 16-30 Mortgage Discharge for Lind and Rochelle Maves. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Ken Borton,              
                       Bruce Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Robert Harkness, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the FY 2016 Longevity Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 



 
Motion to approve the FY 2016 Medical Examiner Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the FY 2016 Sheriff’s Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve OCR 16-31 Recognition of Judge Janet M. Allen.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Ken Borton,              
                       Bruce Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Robert Harkness, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Motion to approve OCR 16-32 Recognition of Judge Patricia A. Morse. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Ken Borton,              
                       Bruce Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Robert Harkness, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Truth in taxation public hearing opened at 9:33 a.m. 
Truth in taxation public hearing closed at 9:35 a.m. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt 
OCR 16-29 the 2017 Budget and General Appropriations Act. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Ken Borton,              
                       Bruce Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Robert Harkness, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported Union negotiations progress; work camp building fiber connection. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the FY 2016 budget amendment for the installation of fiber at the Sheriff’s work camp 
in the amount of $6,900 with funds to come from the Delinquent Tax Fund as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 
 



Department Head Report: 
Bill Kerr presented the 2016 Apportionment Report. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to 
approve the 2016 Apportionment report as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see 
attached) 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence:  
Chairman Ken Borton received a thank you letter from Tom and Sandy Allison for support of the 
Library expansion. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the November 15, 2016 Warrant in the amount of $85,771.78 Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss to 
approve the November 22, 2016 Warrant in the total amount of $323,647.74.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the FY 
2016 General Fund Budget Amendment in the amount of $11,452 for the purchase of firearms 
for the Sheriff’s Office.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve a 
short-term loan in the amount of $90,000 to the Otsego County Emergency Medical Services 
with funds to be paid back from their December 2016 tax collection.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose announced there is a retirement party today for Lorraine 
Markovich at the Otsego Lake Township Hall from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Bay Mills Casino, still working on opening, no firm date 
yet. 



 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the Conservation District Meeting, have a new District 
officer; reported on the Housing Commission, applied for a MSHDA grant. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reported on the new Commissioner Workshop scheduled for 
December 7, 2016; Evelyn Kolbe, Oceana County Commissioner passed away, funeral services 
are today. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 














































