
November 10, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Sheriff Matt Nowicki. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,   
                       Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the 
Regular minutes of October 27, 2015 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-33 Veterans’ Day Ceremony. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,  
                  Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.         
Nays:       None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Judith Jarecki to the Planning Commission with the 
term to expire December 31, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of James Camiller to the Commission on Aging with the 
term to expire on December 31, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the FY 2015 Delinquent Tax/Capital Projects Budget amendment.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (See attached)  
 
Motion to approve the FY 2015 Equipment Fund Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (See attached)  
 
Motion to approve the FY 2015 Parks Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(See attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
contract with County Equalization Services, LLC as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (See attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported on the Courthouse plaza project progress; update on the Land Use service 
remodel; Parks and Recreation director position posted; attending municipality meeting. 
 



Special Presentations: 
Gaylord Community Schools updated from Superintendent Cheryl Wojtas has been 
rescheduled. 
    
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  None. 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting, Skate Park 
discussed. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to 
allocate $1,000.00 to help with expenses associated with construction of the foundation as part 
of moving the Skateboard Park to the Sportsplex with funds to come from the General Fund 
Contingency Fund.  Funds to remain to the County if the project does not proceed.  Ayes: Julie 
Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Ken Glasser.  Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence:  
Finance Director/Assistant Administrator Rachel Frisch presented the September Financial 
reports.  
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the October 23, 2015 Special Warrant and the November 3, 2015 Warrant for a total 
amount of $110,355.99 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the 
November 10, 2015 Warrant in the amount of $379,325.07.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to 
adopt resolution OCR 15-34 Aquaculture Support. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Ken Borton. 
Nays:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Ken 
Glasser, Doug Johnson, Bruce Brown.  Motion defeated. 
  
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss attended the Community Mental Health conference, FOIA presentation 
at the conference, health department funding issues. 
 



Commissioner Bruce Brown toured the EMS building, reported on the progress. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser is asking a resolution to be put on the Housing Committee agenda 
regarding NEMSCA that will come to the full board at a later date. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, a support group is 
starting for first time parents at the Community Center, a superhero’s gathering is starting, all 
parks are closed, community center is open, Groen Nature preserve trail ranger, developing 
new hours  to be open 7 days a week. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman addressed concerns over the sexting issue at the schools. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen presented a letter of resignation of District 4 Chester/Charlton 
Townships effective December 31, 2015. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attending a MAC Board meeting in Lansing, November 13th finalizing 
all the Committee platforms. 
      
Meeting adjourned at 10:26 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 

























 

 

OCR 15-34 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AQUACULTURE IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Otsego County Board of Commissioners 
November 10, 2015 

 
WHEREAS, 92% of the seafood consumed in the United States is imported and only 
 2% of that is  inspected by US authorities; and 
 
WHEREAS, 80% of the world’s aquaculture production occurs in Asia and less than 1% 
 occurs in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is projected that world food production will need to double by 2050 to 
 meet the demands of the world population; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is projected that animal protein (meat and fish) production will need to 
 triple by 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the State of Michigan, there are few private farms that primarily produce 
 fish for consumption; one such farm has located in Grayling under what is 
 arguably the strictest Michigan Department of Environmental Quality permit 
 issued in the State of Michigan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Harrietta Hills, the owner of the fish farm has been forced to defend the 
 permit, along with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality from legal 
 challenges brought forth by the Sierra Club and the Anglers of the AuSable; now, 
 therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED that the County of Otsego and its Commissioners supports Harrietta Hills 
 and small businesses everywhere operating within the guidelines of lawfully 
 issued permits against frivolous litigation by special interest groups; and be it 
 further 
 
RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Governor, our State 
 Legislators, and the Michigan Association of Counties. 

 
 
 


