
October 28, 2014 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the Alpine 
Center Complex, 800 Livingston Blvd, Multi-Purpose Room.  The meeting was called to order at 
9:33 a.m. by Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by John Ernst. 
Roll Call: 
Present:       Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, 
Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
 
Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the regular minutes of October 14, 2014 with 
attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent agenda: 
Motion to approve FY 2014 Delinquent Tax Fund budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2014 General Fund (Clerk) budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2014 General Fund (Equalization) budget amendment as presented. 
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion to approve FY 2014 Miscellaneous Fund budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Motion approve the reappointment of Joseph Wambold to the Housing Committee with a term 
to expire July 21, 2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
   
Motion to adopt, OCR 14-31 Gaylord Middle School Veteran’s Day Ceremony. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt, OCR 14-32 Johannesburg-Lewiston Schools Veteran’s Day Ceremony. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 



Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Norm Brecheisen to the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority with the term to expire July 31, 2017.  Ayes: Unanimous. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Parks and Recreation interviews; Red Cross water leak; Sheriff office 
remodel; Livingston Township meeting. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to enter into closed session at the appropriate time to 
discuss settlement of pending litigation in accordance with the open meetings act, being MCL 
15.268(c) for strategy and negotiation sessions connected with the negotiation of a collective 
bargaining agreement. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried     
 
Special Presentations: 
The Board of Commissioners recognized Andrew Haskel and Suzy DeFeyter for 20 years of 
service. 
  
Sheriff Matt Nowicki reported on the Sheriff’s Department. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: The September 2014 financial statements were presented. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tammy LaBouef, to approve the October 21, 2014 Warrant in the 
amount of $72,918.82.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the October 28, 2014 Warrant in the 
amount of $346,383.02.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to adopt resolution OCR 14-30 Road Funding as 
presented. 
Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to adopt resolution OCR 14-33 Alpine Power Plant as 
presented. 
Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rich Sumerix, to appoint Dr. Brian Hunter as a Deputy Medical 
Examiner at no cost to the County.  Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the FY 2014 Administration Fund budget 
amendment in the amount of $2,500.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Lee Olsen opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix had no report. 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
Commissioner Tammy LaBouef reported on the City Council meeting. 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC transportation meeting. 
Chairman Lee Olsen reported on the Chester Township meeting. 
 
Entered in to closed session at 10:15 a.m. 
Returned to open session at 10:26 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tammy LaBouef, to ratify the 2015-2016 Teamster Clerical Tentative 
Agreement, and the Teamsters Bus Tentative Agreement, as discussed in the closed session.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 



Meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m.  
 
 
 
___________________________________________   
Lee Olsen, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 




















