
October 27, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Finance Director/Assistant Administrator Rachel Frisch. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,   
                       Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
Regular minutes of October 13, 2015 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-32 Discharge of Mortgage for Jack R. and Shannon Martin. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,         
                 Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:       None. 
Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 Courts budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to award  Bid 
2015-02 to Telephone Support Systems in the amount of $106,896 along with the associated 
budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to award BID 
2015-10 (Ambulance Purchase) to Crestline in the amount of $171,020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.   
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported the Community Center is now open; Courthouse plaza project progress; 
Parks and Recreation Director Gina Marchio’s  last day is October 30, 2015; University Center 
Component agreement. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, 
to approve the updated University Center Component Unit Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 



Department Head Report: 
Vern Schlaud reported on the Land Use Service department. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  None. 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting, Skate park discussed 
Street scape discussion.  Toured the Community Center. 
 
Correspondence:  
Commissioner Ken Glasser received correspondence from the Road Commission for a public 
hearing to be held on October 29, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. on MAP-21 Federal funding for 2016 
through 2020 road plans. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the 
October 16, 2015 Special Warrant and the October 20, 2015 Warrant for a total amount of 
$107,560.89 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the October 27, 2015 Warrant in the amount of $343,693.64.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the Veterans monthly gathering at the 
Airport. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen had no report. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose attended the UpNorth prevention meeting. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the fundraiser held for the flag football, they raised 
over $3,000.00. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Otsego Conservation District meeting held; Criminal 
Justice meeting held, potential transition house; Reported on the Housing Committee meeting, 
difficult getting people to bid on projects. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson attended the Right to Life dinner held at Treetops. 
 
 



Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC Transportation Committee meeting, road funding 
was discussed. 
      
Meeting adjourned at 10:24 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 


























