
October 25, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mary Sanders. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma  
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
 
The motion to approve the Groen/Sklarczyk Lease has been removed from the consent agenda 
and placed under new business.  
                 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve the Regular minutes of October 11, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to advance $120,000 to the HUD Grant Fund (Fund 233) to assist with payment on 
projects, set up as a short-term due to/due from loan from the Delinquent Tax Fund (fund 516), 
to be repaid in full as reimbursements are received from the Michigan Strategic Fund.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.   
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Steven Rollins to the Veterans Affairs Board to a term 
ending December 31, 2020.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to 
approve the University Center Management Agreement.  Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert 
Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Julie 
Powers-Gehman.  Motion carried.  (See attached)     
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported the Courthouse doors and windows are installed and almost complete; dog 
park gravel path; Iron Belle Trail Grant going well; land use services possible fee reduction; 
burned out home, redemption period has passed and notification has been sent to the lending 
unit. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the Courthouse Restoration FY 2016 budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve 
the Contingency Fund/Capital Projects FY 2016 budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached)  



 
Department Head Report: 
 
Diann Axford reported on the Treasurer’s office, 100 parcels went to auction only 23 sold. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to 
approve the Groen/Sklarczyk Lease.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Douglas Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve 
the October 18, 2016 Warrant in the amount of $217,040.41 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the October 25, 2016 Warrant in the total amount of $311,252.55.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the 
agreement with Georgia Pacific as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose attended the MTA meeting held at Bagley Township. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown attended the ribbon cutting ceremony at the Wolverine Power 
Company. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau attended the Pigeon River Advisory meeting, concerns about 
legislation that allows motorized vehicles in forests; presentation from the State regarding 
Beech disease; attended a meeting at the Wolverine Power headquarters, commented on the 
cooperation from our County during their project. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
 



Commissioner Robert Harkness reported on the NEMCOG meeting. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC regulatory affairs meeting, explained the process 
of scoring grants applications; Attended North Michigan Counties Association meeting, 
Enbridge provided an update.  
   
Meeting adjourned at 10:21 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 














































