
September 14, 2010 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Ken Glasser.  Invocation by Commissioner Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Paul Liss.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Ken                             

                         Glasser, Doug Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

 

Excused:       Paul Beachnau.      

 

Agenda amended to add under new business item D) library board reappointment. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mike Hyde to approve the Regular minutes of August 24, 2010 with 

attachments as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the animal control facility property bids out; 2011 budget; bids out to sell 

some of the old County equipment; updating lighting at the Alpine Center; generator; Treasurer’s 

office carpet/paint complete.  

 

Department Head Report: 

Diann Axford reported on the Treasurer’s Department. 

Joe Ferrigan updated the Board on the Land Use Services department. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to take no action at this time concerning medical 

marijuana and to continue monitoring the issue.  Ayes: Bates, Liss, Harkness, Backenstose, 

Johnson, Hyde, Brown.  Nays: Glasser.  Excused: Beachnau.  Motion carried. 

 

Elizabeth Haus reported on the Planning Commission. 

 

Correspondence: 

Chairman Ken Glasser received correspondence from NEMSAS. Commissioner Mike Hyde 

received an email from Steven Butka regarding the Sportsplex and Animal Control. 

     

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the August 31, 2010 Warrant in the amount 

of $214,303.10 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the September 7, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$49,981.47 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to approve the September 14, 2010 Warrant in the 

amount of $385,875.62 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 

Cash Advance Request with loaned funds to come from the General Fund-Fund balance to repaid 

upon reimbursement from the State of Michigan. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mike Hyde, to approve the updated Otsego County Purchasing Policy.  

  

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to table the purchasing policy motion.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to reappoint Diane YoungeDyke to the Otsego 

County Library Board of Trustees for a term of five years ending August 31, 2015.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:    Parks and Recreation meeting. 

 

A motion to amend above motion made by Commissioner Mike Hyde, by Robert Harkness by 

replacing a portion of section 2-22 from ‘without first’ through ‘with this policy’ and replacing 

with ‘until approved by the County Administrator for compliance with the spirit of the County’s 

purchasing policy and the nepotism policy’.  Vote on amendment-unanimous.  Vote on amended 

motion-Unanimous. Motion carried as amended.  (see attached) 

      

Commissioner Mike Hyde:             Emails from Steven Butka 

 

Commissioner Robert Harkness:    Health Department. 

 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose:  Emails from Steven Butka 

                                                          MTECH 

                                                           Library appointment openings.                                       

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m. at the call of the Chair.                                                                  

           

 

_________________________________  

Kenneth R. Glasser, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 






















