
September 27, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County Building at 
225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Glasser, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Dona Wishart. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser,     
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Paul Liss, Robert Harkness 
                 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve the Emmet County Recycling Agreement Fourth amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 Bus Budget and employee position listing.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2017 Commission on Aging Budget.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to award bid 2016-07 to Feeny CDJR of Gaylord in the amount of $3300 with funds to come 
from the Building Inspection Fund.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the part-time Community Center Monitor position for the Parks and Recreation 
Department along with the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Land Use Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve Otsego County Commission on Aging home delivered meals agreement.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to award bid 2016-08 to Feeny CDJR in the amount of $21,397 with funds to come from the 
Airport Capital projects fund along with any associated budget amendments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 16-25 Discharge of Mortgage of Peter W. Truran and Treasure S. Truran.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, 
            Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Robert Harkness. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)     
 



Motion to adopt OCR 16-26 Discharge of Mortgage for Gilardy, LLC upon approval of the Otsego 
County Housing Committee. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, 
            Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Robert Harkness. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 16-27 ARTA LWCF Grant Application.     
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, 
            Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Robert Harkness. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of John LaFave to the Otsego County Housing Committee to a 
3 year term expiring 12-31-2019.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
  
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to update the 
Otsego County Fee Schedule by setting the fee for the Clerk’s Office to perform wedding ceremonies 
at $25.00.  Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken 
Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Ken Glasser.  Excused:  Paul Liss, Robert Harkness.  Motion carried.   
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported the Courthouse windows are completed, doors to be installed next week; café 
tables had electrical outlets breaking, those have been repaired; adding 2 cameras around the 
fountain; Dog park property; Annual Groen Trust Fund Board meeting held; Meeting with MDOT and 
Lake State Rail; Union meetings have started. 
 
Special Presentations: 
Lt. Ken Mills reported on S.A.N.E, team has 7 members and covers 3 Counties, Otsego, Cheboygan 
and Emmet; Study done by quarter and the team had the highest score;  Arrests and scores have 
increased; Rx Opiate score highest in the State. 
 
Department Head Report: 
 
Tim Cherwinski report on the Bus System was postponed. 
 
Vern Schlaud reported on the Land Use Services; Building permits issued have increased; Commercial 
portion busy; Planning and Zoning enforcements stayed the same; Zoning permits have increased. 
Update on burned out structure. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: None. 



Rachel Frisch reported on the August Financial reports. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to 
approve the September 20, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $121,320.17 Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve 
the September 27, 2016 Warrant in the total amount of $191,055.64.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported the Chamber Business showcase 9-28-16 from 4:00-7:00 at 
the Sportsplex. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman commented on the Gaylord Area Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassador’s dinner held on the Courthouse lawn; thanked the group that put together our health 
program. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the Otsego Lake Township meeting. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the MAC summer convention; NEMSCA annual reports. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson attended the Conservation District fall tour, nice tour and very 
educational. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC Conference, re-elected to the Board.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:21 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 








































