
September 8, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Paul Beachnau. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,   
                       Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.      
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of August 25, 2015 with 
attachments Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to reappoint Gary Averill to the North Country Community Mental Health Board with 
the term to expire March 31, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to appoint Ron Iseler to the North County Community Mental Health Board with the 
term to expire March 31, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to reappoint James Hilgendorf to the Planning Commission with the term to expire on 
August 25, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported the next Board of Commissioners meeting will be September 24th instead of 
September 22nd; Community Center renovations; Citizens guideline and dashboard is on the 
County website. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Tom Deans report on the Road Commission was postponed. 
  
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  None. 
 
Correspondence: None. 
  
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the September 1, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $65,310.50.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the September 8, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $167,181.75.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to adopt resolution OCR 15-29 proclaiming Indigenous 
Peoples Day. 



Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Ken   
            Glasser, Doug Johnson, Bruce Brown, Ken Borton. 
Nays:  None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (See attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt resolution OCR 15-30 proclaiming Otsego County a 
Purple Heart County. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson,  
            Bruce Brown, Julie Powers-Gehman, Ken Borton. 
Nays:   None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (See attached) 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported the Business showcase is Wednesday September 16th at 
the Sportsplex from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.; Business after hours at the United Way September 9th     
from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported September 14, 2015 from 6:00 p.m.-6:45 p.m. 
there is a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Gaylord Blue Devil Wellness Center at the Gaylord 
High School. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen reported on the County Fair. 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Bay Mills Casino. 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the Sportsplex; EMS Building addition. 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Community Profile-NEMSCA Strategic plan. 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
Commissioner Ken Borton reminded everyone the next Board meeting will be Thursday 
September 24th. 
    
Meeting adjourned at 9:56 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 






