
July 27, 2010 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Vice-Chairman Paul Liss.  Invocation by Commissioner Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Mike Hyde.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug 

                      Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

 

Excused:        Ken Glasser.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the regular minutes of July 13, 2010 as 

presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Administrators report: 

John Burt reported on the County Planning Commission meeting. 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to request the Justice and Public Safety Committee to 

form a subcommittee to review any needed ordinance language concerning medical marijuana 

and to report their findings back to the Board of Commissioners.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried. 

John Burt reported that Matt Barresi requested to participate in the leadership class.  Motion by 

Commissioner Mike Hyde, to approve a budget amendment of $450 from the Contingency Fund 

(101-941) to the Airport Budget (281-537). Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

John Burt reported on the Building and Grounds elevator.  Motion by Commissioner Robert 

Harkness, to approve a budget amendment of $7,150 from the Contingency Fund (101-941) to 

the Building and Grounds budget (637-265).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

Department Head Report: 

Finance Director, Rachel Frisch updated the Board on the Finance Department. 

 

Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt.  

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the July 20, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$259,747.86 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the July 27, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$93,977.36 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Mike Hyde, to adopt OCR-10-31 recognizing the naming of Traverse 

City as a Coast Guard City. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau. Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug            

           Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Ken Glasser. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached) 

     

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to adopt OCR-10-32 approving the establishment of 

the Northern Michigan Eco Industrial Park Redevelopment Renaissance Zone. A motion to 

amend above motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to include parcel numbers. Vote on 

amendment-Unanimous. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Paul Beachnau. Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug                                 

           Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown, Clark Bates. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Ken Glasser. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted as amended. (see attached) 

 

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose:  American Disabilities Act. 

                                          

Commissioner Robert Harkness:     Health Department.                                                       

 

Commissioner Mike Hyde:               Complimented Paul Beachnau for taking care of the              

                                                           Veteran’s Memorial on the Courthouse lawn during              

                                                           Alpenfest.         

 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau:           City Council meeting. 

                                                             Received a complaint from a Builder. 

 

Commissioner Clark Bates:                 City Council meeting. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:02 a.m. at the call of the Vice-Chair.                                                         

                    

 

_________________________________  

Paul L. Liss, Vice-Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 














