
June 28, 2011 

 
The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Richard Sumerix. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:    Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,            
                   Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Absent:    Bruce Brown.                                                                                             
                                                                                     
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the Regular minutes of June 14, 2011 with 
corrections.  The minutes were corrected to read, Roberta Tholl updated the Board on the Road 
Commission.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve the Sheriff/Jail budget amended.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to authorize the Alpenfest Committee to control the Courthouse lawn area for the 
purpose of event staging during Alpenfest on Jul 12-16.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the FY 2012 budget calendar.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Special Presentation: 
 
Det. Lt. Ken Mills, Unit Commander presented the 2010 S.A.N.E report. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown arrived at 9:35 a.m. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to purchase trees, shrubs, and perennial shrubs for Exit 
282 as part of the Gateway to Gaylord project in the amount of $3,500 to be funded from 
Contingency.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to fund 50% of the start-up cost for the 211 phone system 
in Otsego County, provided the remaining 50% can be secured, not to exceed $1,756.  Funds to 
come from Contingency.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 



Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-15 to recommend to the 
Building Authority to issue bonds to fund the Road Commission salt storage building.  
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,             
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to award BID 2011-10 for the Cross Street Carpeting and 
Tile to Bouma in the amount of $15,870 to be paid from the Capital Projects Fund (499).  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the Otsego County Bus System seat belt policy as 
amended.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the updated County owned vehicle policy.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Mary Sanders announced the Michigan Township Association meeting is July 19, 2011 at 6:00 
p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt. 
 
Roberta Tholl updated the Board on the Road Commission. 
   
Correspondence: 
Chairman Paul Beachnau received a notice of the public hearing of the Village of Vanderbilt 
DDA; Letter received on behalf of Deputy Tim Hogan; Letter of Appreciation for EMS training 
provided. 
                                           
New Business: 
 Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the June 21, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $137,381.03 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Douglas Johnson, to approve the June 28, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $592,741.86 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve OCR-11-16 Ron Chavey Recognition. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,             
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Nays:  None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 



Other Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the loan of up to $298,000 to the Otsego 
County Emergency Medical Services for the purchase of a rescue truck from the Public 
Improvement Fund (Fund 245) with repayment over 72 months at a 4.0% interest rate.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve BID 2011-13 Medical Examiner Vehicle.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to proceed with planning the 2012 Wings Over Gaylord 
Air Show with authority given to the County Administrator to enter into agreements related to 
the Air Show.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public comment: 
Lorraine Manry from United Way announced the retirement gathering for Ron Chavey on June 
30, 2011 at the United Way Building. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Clark Bates:              Ron Chavey recognition on June 30th. 
                                                              Kathy Franckowiak from the City retiring on June 30th. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose:  Tour of the Groen property. 
  
Commissioner Lee Olsen:                  Attended Air Show. 
                                                               Thanked Matt Barresi. 
                                                                Thanked Susan Premo for the golf outing. 
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix:       Attended the air show. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss:                    Attended the air show.  
      
Chairman Paul Beachnau:                  Alpenfest Honors luncheon July 12th.          
  
Meeting adjourned at 10:44 a.m. 
 
 
______________________________________  
Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk   




























































