
June 22, 2010 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Vice-Chairman Paul Liss.  Invocation by Commissioner Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Airport Director Matt Barresi.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Mike  

                      Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

 

Excused:        Paul Beachnau, Ken Glasser.  

 

The regular minutes of June 8, 2010 with attachments were approved as corrected.  The minutes 

were corrected to read  Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness to refer what, if any, zoning 

changes are advisable in Otsego County regarding the Michigan Medical Marijuana Act to the 

Otsego County Planning Commission and that the Planning Commission consider a six month 

moratorium or on marijuana dispensers.  Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried.    

 

The agenda was amended to move from new business item b) OCR-10-26 Recognition of Judy 

Seelinger after consent agenda. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Motion to reappoint, LaVerne Harden to the Otsego County Housing Committee, term to expire 

May 1, 2013.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Motion to reappoint, LaVerne Harden to the Otsego County Building Authority, term to expire 

June 30, 2013.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt Resolution OCR-10-26 honoring Judy 

Seelinger. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Mike Hyde,   

            Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Paul Beachnau, Ken Glasser. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Administrators report: 

John Burt reported on the air show; Thanked Matt Barresi for his outstanding service. 

 

Commissioner Mike Hyde, Robert Harkness and Doug Johnson thanked Matt Barresi for his hard 

work on the air show. 

  

Commissioner Paul Beachnau arrived at 9:45 a.m.  



Special Presentations: 

 

Judge Janet Allen reported on the court collections program. 

 

Department Head Report: 

Sheriff James McBride reported on the Sheriff’s department. 

 

Mike Thompson reported on the Emergency Management/9-1-1. Department. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve $3,000 from the Contingency Fund for the 

Gateway to Gaylord Project along with the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the DHS Training Center lease Addendum 

#10213 and authorize the County Administrator to sign on behalf of the County.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve to Phase II Environmental Assessment for 

540 S. Illinois Avenue at a cost of $15,530 with $10,000 to be paid out of the Building and 

Grounds Fund (637-265) and $5,530 to be paid out of the Contingency Fund (101-941).  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

     

Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt.  

 

The May 2010 financial reports were reviewed. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to approve the June 15, 2010 Warrant in the amount 

of $257,968.99 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mike Hyde, to approve the June 22, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$217,963.92 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: 

Tim Boyko candidate for the 105
th

 District addressed the Board. 

      

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose:  Attended a meeting at the University Center. 

                                                          Thunder over waters celebration. 

 

Commissioner Robert Harkness:     June 24
th

 a meeting sponsored by NEMCOG. 

                                                          Thanked Kyle Legel. 

                                                          Complaint for spillage from gas & oil. 



                                                            Dedication for the Johannesburg Veterans Memorial to be   

                                                             held on July 4, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.    

                                          

Commissioner Mike Hyde:                  Animal Control building location. 

 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau:             Chamber sponsoring a candidate forum at the Gornick      

                                                              Auditorium on June 29, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.       

 

Commissioner Clark Bates:                   City Council meeting. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:               Parks and Recreation meeting. 

   

Meeting adjourned at 10:51 a.m. at the call of the Vice-Chair.                                                         

                    

 

_________________________________  

Paul L. Liss, Vice-Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 


















