
May 28, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Vice-Chairman Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Clark Bates.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard                                  

                      Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Absent:          Paul Beachnau, Bruce Brown.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of May 14, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Motion to approve the FY 2013 Courthouse Restoration (497) budget amendment.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the FY 2013 General Fund Contingency (101-941) budget amendment.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the FY 2013 Equipment Fund (266) budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the FY 2013 General Fund Contingency (101-941) budget amendment.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the FY 2013 General Fund Contingency (101-941) budget amendment.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve Homeland Security Grant advance.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Charles Berlin to the Housing Committee with the term 

to expire May 1, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.      

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the renovations at Cross Street; Recycling; Downtown Renaissance 

Committee. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to purchase five video cameras for the jail in the amount 

of $3,800, along with the associated budget amendment, to be funded from the Equipment Fund 

(266) with any reimbursement from MMRMA to be placed in the Equipment Fund upon receipt. 

 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 



 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to purchase two vans up to an amount of $24,000, along 

with the associated budget amendment, to be paid from the Equipment Fund (266) with revenue 

up to $12,000 from the inmate phone contract renewal to be deposited in the Equipment Fund 

upon receipt.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the updated Land Use Services Fee waiver 

policy.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to set the Human Resources Director position to 37.5 

hours per week beginning June 1, 2013 at a cost of $10,596 to be paid this year out of the 

Administrative Services Fund (645) fund balance in 2013.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

(see attached) 

 

Bill Wishart reported on the City Planning Commission.  

 

Correspondence: 

The April Financial reports were presented. 

 

Dona Wishart addressed the Board regarding the Commission on Aging. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve having the Board Chairperson sign the letter of 

support for the Otsego County Commission on Aging.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen received a request from Legal Services of Northern Michigan requesting a 

letter of support. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve having the Board Chairperson sign the letter of 

support for the Legal Services of Northern Michigan.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.    

 

New Business: 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the May 21, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$130,338.85 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the May 28, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$179,272.63 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the Mapping Solutions agreement in the 

amount of $10,810 with the funding to come from the GIS Project and Aerial Fund (618).  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt OCR 13-09 State Revenue Sharing. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson,    

           Ken Borton. 

Nays:   None. 

Absent:  Paul Beachnau, Bruce Brown. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the Road Commission Recycling Agreement 

as presented.  Ayes: Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken      

                                 Borton.   Nays: Erma Backenstose.  Absent: Paul Beachnau, Bruce Brown. 

                                 Motion carried. 

 

 

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Paul Liss:               Thanked Sheriff Matt Nowicki 

                                                        Music in the park in Vanderbilt. 

 

Commissioner Richard Sumerix:    Consortium. 

.  

Commissioner Clark Bates:             City Council meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:43 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     






























