
April 28, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Tim McGuire. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard                
                      Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Excused:      Paul Liss. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the regular minutes of April 14, 2015 
with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve the 9-1-1 fund budget amendment.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see 
attached)  
 
Motion to approve the Point and Pay Agreement.    Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see 
attached)   
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt reported on the Community Center; Courthouse plaza. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to authorize the County Administrator to solicit bids 
for the Courthouse Plaza.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Special Presentations: 
Tim McGuire reported on the Michigan Association of Counties. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Vern Schlaud reported on the Land Use Services. 
 
Committee Report: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the Wolverine Power Escrow Agreement 
as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve a part-time seasonal clerk position 
for the Building Department at $10.00 per hour for five (5) months at 20 hours per week with 
100 additional hours available during the season for workload/coverage needs and add up to an 
additional 150 extra hours available for the regular part-time position to use as needed for 
workload/coverage needs, along with the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.    (see attached)  
 



Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the amendments to the Otsego County 
Master Plan as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to move to delete the word ‘non-profit’ from 
section 7.2.3 as proposed per Article 7 RR/Recreation Residential, Section 7.2 permitted uses 
subject to special conditions to the Otsego County Zoning Ordinance.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the second amendment to the Emmet County 
Recycling agreement as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City meeting. 
 
Correspondence: - None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the April 21, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $1,531,052.22.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the April 28, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$340,109.20.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Livingston Township meeting; City Council 
meeting; Gaylord Tourism Bureau luncheon May 6, 2015 at Treetops; State of the Community 
luncheon May 12, 2015. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
Commissioner Lee Olsen had no report. 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the Sportsplex. 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix had no report. 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
Chairman Ken Borton attending the MAC Environmental Committee meeting. 
  
 
 
 



Meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 






































