
April 23, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Vice-Chairman Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Larry Edwards.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,    

                      Bruce Brown. 

Excused:       Paul Beachnau, Erma Backenstose.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of April 9, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to appoint Tom Marker to the Airport Advisory Committee with the term to expire 

December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the Building Inspection Contract of Eremal Repp.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the AuSable Valley Grant Management agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the 45
th

 Parallel Training & Exercise Planner/Consultant agreement.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the Vetraspec Memorandum of Understanding.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve FY 2013 Court Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 

attached)   

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on recycling; Land Use Department; Courthouse sidewalk. 

 

Department Head Report: 

Theron Higgins reported on the Bus system. 

 

 

 

 

 



Committee Reports: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the Building Department Clerk position at 20 

hours per week at a rate of $10.66 per hour along with the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to advance $10,000 from the 9-1-1 Services Fund (fund 

261) to the Homeland Security Grant Fund (Fund 262) at zero interest to be repaid by the close of 

the FY 2011 and FY 2012 grant cycles.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the FY 2013 budget amendment in the amount 

of $13,674 from the Equipment Fund (fund 266) for the purchase of furnishings for various 

rooms in the Sheriff’s office.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the FY 2013 budget amendment in the amount 

of $4,698 with 50% to be paid from the Building inspection fund (fund 249) and 50% from the 

General fund contingency (101-941) for the installation of an existing generator at the Land Use 

Services building.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the FY 2013 budget amendment for the 

purchase of a new kiosk monitor for the Airport in the amount of $498 and to forgive a previous 

loan of $504 from the Equipment fund (fund 266) for an earlier currently non-functional monitor. 

 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve an agreement and budget amendment to 

provide $1,500 to the Atlanta Municipal Airport for the release of FY 2010 Airport Entitlement 

Funds in the amount of $60,000 to the County of Otsego for use at its Gaylord Regional Airport. 

 Motion to amend above motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to correct item 4 to read, the 

County agrees to pay the AMA a total fee of $1,500 upon notification by the MDOT Aeronautics 

Division that the transfer of Entitlement funds has been approved. Vote on amendment-

Unanimous, Vote on amended motion- Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)    

 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 

Dona Wishart reported on the Commission on Aging. 

Mike Rola reported on the Prosecutor’s office. 

Matt Nowicki reported on the Sheriff’s Department 

Diann Axford reported on the Treasurer’s Office. 

Melissa FitzGerald reported on the Animal Shelter. 

Marlene Hopp reported on the Veteran Affairs and Housing Department. 

Lorraine Manary reported on the 2-1-1 system. 

 

Correspondence: 

Rachel Frisch reported on the March 2013 financial reports.  

 

 



New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the April 16, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$2,148,591.34 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the April 23, 2013 Warrant in the amount 

$417,168.54 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Larry Edwards addressed the Board regarding a dog park. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve 1.4 acres for a dog park at the County’s 

former DNR property at 540 S. Illinois on the South end of the property along with road 

improvement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.    

 

 

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Clark Bates:      City Council meeting. 

Commissioner Richard Sumerix:  NEMCOG 

Chairman Lee Olsen:                  May 4, 2013 4
th

 of July fundraiser at Charlton Township.   

  

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      














































